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“I think A.M. Qattan Foundation is the most beautiful thing 
that occurred to me in Palestine as an artist. I believe that 
the Foundation is a supporter, sponsor, guide, mentor, 
partner, initiator and a serious and honest friend.”
The late Francois Abu Salem, Theatre Director
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Vision

A just, free, enlightened, and tolerant society with an active global presence; one that embraces 
dialogue and appreciates and produces knowledge, art and literature.

Mission

An independent institution working in the knowledge and creativity sectors, using an integrative 
approach and targeting a variety of social groups, particularly children, teachers and young artists. 
The Foundation seeks to empower free individuals and a dynamic Palestinian and Arab culture, 
through a long-term, participatory developmental ethos. This is achieved through programmes 
that foster critical thinking, research, creativity and the production of knowledge, aiming to provide 
inspiring models of giving, transparency and excellence.

Overview

The A.M. Qattan Foundation is an independent, not-for-profit developmental organisation working 
in the fields of culture and education in Palestine and the Arab World, with a particular focus on 
children, teachers and young artists.
 
Founded and registered in 1993 in the UK as a charity (no 1029450) and as a charitable company 
limited by guarantee (no 2171893), it has had a registered branch in Palestine as a non-profit 
organisation (no QR-0035-F) since 1998.

A.M. QATTAN FOUNDATION

1. Staff and their children volunteering at an olive harvest day at the Foundation in Ramallah
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Values

Defence of the rights and dignity of all

Inspired by the shared heritage of humanity and in compliance with the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights’ vision that “All human beings are born free and equal 
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood”, the Foundation works towards 
combining individuals’ self-development with the service of others, while keeping 
a balance between personal and public interests, and focusing on the provision of 
inclusive and excellent standards of public service.

Freedom, pluralism, dialogue and the production of knowledge

The Foundation believes in the individual’s rights to freedom of thought and creed, as 
well as to the right to free expression. These rights are key components of its internal 
culture and its work in the fields of culture and education, where engaging in dialogue 
and sharing practices are considered essential for the production of knowledge.

Working in a collegiate spirit of productivity 

The Foundation is aware that the realisation of its mission and goals depends on the potential 
effectiveness, value and meaning of its work as perceived by its target constituencies. As such, it 
always aims to operate in a collegiate spirit of cooperation and partnership with its staff and the 
groups it serves, whether they are children, artists, teachers or other beneficiaries.

The courage to be just

The Foundation realises that development, peace and long-term justice require the courage to be 
just in the defence of human causes.
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A still image from SWEAT/ ‘Araq, an art video 

by Muhammed Tamim, produced by the 

SELAT project 

Children making greeting cards during a joint 

activity for parents and children under six 

at Child Centre - Gaza

1.

2.
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Countries of Involvement

The Foundation’s operations are mainly carried out in Palestine, with interventions in Lebanon 
through SELAT: Links Through the Arts, and in the United Kingdom through The Mosaic Rooms. 

2

Funding and Sustainability

The Al-Qattan family supports the Foundation’s 
administrative expenditures and the majority of its 
programme costs in order to ensure its independ-
ence and the highest level of services.
 
The Foundation seeks external co-funding to 
expand existing activities or to introduce new 
projects within the framework of its core pro-
grammes. The Foundation’s policy, however, 
dictates that such funding must not exceed 40% of 
its annual budget, compromise the Foundation’s 
leading role in designing and executing projects, 
nor place any conditions contrary to the Founda-
tion’s values and mission.  

The Foundation’s total expenditures 
between the years 1998 and 2015 
amounted to $50,244,237, distributed 
by the funding sources as follows:   
        Al Qattan Family     $38,184,132

          External Funding  $11,577,604

          Other Sources      $482,501

23%

1%

76%
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FOUNDATION’S TEAM

The Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the highest governing body of the A.M. Qattan Founda-
tion. It has ultimate responsibility for setting the overall policies and strategies, 
overseeing programmes and activities, monitoring and evaluating the legal and 
financial position of the Foundation, as well as providing the resources for its sus-
tainability and advancement. 

The Board is constantly reviewing its governance structure in order to include a 
wide range of experts in its fields of work. In June 2012, Nadia Hijab joined the 
Board as its first member from outside the Al-Qattan family, followed by Abla 
Maayah who joined the Board in 2014 and Dr Khalil Hindi in 2016. Further Board 
expansion is expected in the near future. Other Al-Qattan family members over the 
age of 30 retain a close though informal relationship with the Board through the 
family honorary council.

Abdel Mohsin Al-Qattan
Founder and Honorary President

Board of Trustees:

Najwa Al-Qattan   
Trustee

Dr Khalil Hindi   
Trustee

Leila Al-Qattan  
Founding Trustee (1934-2015)

Abla Maayah   
Trustee

Al-Qattan Family Honorary Council

Abdel Mohsin Al-Qattan, Hani Al-Qattan, Leenah Al-Qattan, Ali Kattan-Wright, 
Dyala Kattan-Wright

Omar Al-Qattan 
Chairman 

Nadia Hijab   
Trustee
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Human Resources

Merit and excellence are at the basis of the Foundation’s staffing 
policy. It is strongly committed to diversity in its staff and applies 
a strict policy against discrimination based on gender, ethnicity, 
confessional or party-political allegiance. Currently, more than 
90 staff members work at the A.M. Qattan Foundation offices in 
Ramallah, Gaza, London and Beirut, 47% of whom are women.
The Director General is the highest-ranking administrator in 
charge of overall management of the Foundation, and the main 
liaison with the Board of Trustees. Consultations on strategy, 
policies and work plans are carried out through the Manage-
ment Committee, which comprises:

The Foundation’s 2015 annual mee-

ting at Mosaic Rooms in London

A group photo of CCG staff during a 

campaign for breast cancer awareness 

Board of Trustees Chairman, Omar 

Al-Qattan, taking part in one of the 

activities of the 2015 Science Days 

Palestine Festival, Ramallah

1.

2.

3.

Bashar Idkaidek
Director of Finance

Nihaya Kharroub
Director of Administration

Nader Dagher
Director of Communication and 
Public Relations

Nader Wahbeh
Manager/ Walid and Helen 
Kattan Science Education Project/ 
Educational Research and 
Development Programme

Malik Al-Remawi
Manager/ Languages and 
Humanities Track/ Educational 
Research and Development 
Programme

Nisreen Naffa’
Head of Arts and Literature Unit/ 
Culture and Arts Programme

Mamdouh Abu Hasira
Head of Administration and 
Finance Unit/ Child Centre - 
Gaza

Ziad Khalaf
Director General

Mahmoud Abu Hashhash
Director/ Culture and Arts
Programme

Wasim Kurdi
Director/ Educational Research 
and Development Programme

Nehaia Abu Nahla Al-Sersawi
Director/ Child Centre - Gaza



Children participating in the activities of the 

Mobile Library Bus, a joint project with the 

Goethe Institute

The dance show Badkeh on tour, France  

1.

2.

Mural by participants of the 2015 Drama in 

Education Summer School, in solidarity with 

the Gaza teachers who were unable to attend 

due to the Israeli siege of the Gaza Strip 

Opening night of the art exhibition Throwing 

Off the Umbrellas, by Nabil Abu Ghneima, 

at the Foundation, Ramallah  

3.

4.
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CORE PROGRAMME TRACKS

1

2
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Since its establishment, the Foundation has 
worked towards the development of culture 
and education through three main programme 
tracks in education, childhood, and culture. 
The programmes are implemented through:

ERDP
Educational Research and Development 
Programme

CCG
Child Centre - Gaza

CAP
Culture and Arts Programme

MR
The Mosaic Rooms

4

3
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EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

“I have never witnessed through-
out all my teaching years an 
institution that was capable of 
providing me with this amount 
of knowledge in two weeks. Of 
course this was not quantity only 
but quality as well.”
Amer Mreidy, a student in the Drama in 
Education Summer School

1

In 2015, 331 teachers joined in the 
Programme’s various activities, along with 
1,066 students

31 kindergartens benefited from the Early 
Childhood project

53 schools participated in the Science Days 
Palestine Festival 2015

Nearly 2,000 visitors benefited from the 
Programme’s libraries in Ramallah and 
Gaza

2

3

Students of the Fossils Project on a 

field trip with their teacher to search 

for fossils in Nilin

A drama course for second-year tea- 

chers at the Drama in Education Sum-

mer School

A workshop within the Animation in 

Education Project in Al-Masar school 

in Nazareth 

2.

3.

4.

Applying The Mantle of the Expert 

approach in a kindergarten, as part 

of The Professional Development for 

Early Childhood Teachers Project

1.

Educational Research and Development Programme (ERDP) 
aims to participate in raising the standards of education and 
learning inspired by longstanding traditions, and by introducing 
new approaches and practices to accommodate the educational 
context. The Programme works to apply educational practices 
that allow children to search, imagine, discover, inquire and 
express, as well as to create a vision for future generations that 
gives emphasis to freedom in all its forms. It engages directly with 
schoolteachers to develop their skills and knowledge as well as 
to encourage reflection on their profession to improve learning 
conditions for their pupils. The Programme adopts a research-
orientated approach based on direct educational practices 
through continuous professional development programmes 
in the fields of drama in education, early childhood, science 
education, project-based learning, images, animation and 
cinema in education among others. The Programme regularly 
organises research seminars, conferences and study days. It 
operates in several locations, including the Teachers’ Centre in 
Nilin and teacher forums across the country. It further provides 
library services through its specialised libraries in Gaza and 
Ramallah, issues the quarterly “Ru’a Tarbawiya” educational 
journal and other educational and research publications, and 
runs a programme for translations in the field of education. In 
2011, the Programme launched the Walid and Helen Kattan 
Science Education Project, an ambitious programme focused 
on science education in Palestine through the professional 
development of teachers, extra-curricular activities and scientific 
literacy initiatives. The Programme has also completed a 
comprehensive study on the establishment of an interactive 
science centre in Palestine.

11

4
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CHILD CENTRE - GAZA

“The Centre is a true oasis that would 
grace any British community.”
David Miliband, former British Foreign Secretary

1

In 2015, more than 54,000 books were 
borrowed

Nearly 33,000 children from all over the 
Gaza Strip benefited from the Outreach 
Services Programme in 2015

CCG offers a variety of educational, cultural 
and art services to children, their parents, 
and to childcare professionals

9,000 members in the year of 2015

More than 100,000 library resources 

13

The Child Centre - Gaza (CCG) contains more than 100,000 
books and other media and offers a variety of library, infor-
mation, cultural, scientific, and recreational services, making 
it one of the largest and most sophisticated children’s centres 
in the Arab World. Established to compensate for the lack of 
opportunities and incentives open to children at school and 
elsewhere, it aims to nurture children’s curiosity, expand their 
knowledge, facilitate their access to outside cultures, enhance 
their appreciation of arts and sciences, and consolidate their 
sense of belonging to their cultural identity. The Centre also 
offers a variety of library and information services, cultural 
and recreational programmes, professional empowerment 
programmes for librarians and early childhood professionals, 
and joint activities for children and their parents. CCG’s Sci-
ence Programme offers fun and interactive science activities 
to children to encourage them to discover and appreciate sci-
ence. Many activities bring together children and parents. The 
Centre’s services extend beyond its headquarters to margin-
alised areas, where it provides library, cultural, scientific and 
recreational services to children through the Mobile Library 
Project and the Outreach Services Unit, which serves more 
than 45,000 children annually in the Gaza Strip.  

2

A joint activity for parents and children 

under six at CCG in Gaza

1.

Reading activities for children in the Cul-

tural Centre of Bani Suheila (Khan Yunis) 

under the Mobile Library Bus Project, co-

funded by Bank of Palestine 

CCG’s Performing Arts Club performing at 

the closing ceremony of the summer camp 

Sadaf

2.

3.

Children participating at the science 

exhibition The Earth in Our Hands at CCG

4.

3

4
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CULTURE AND ARTS PROGRAMME

“The Culture and Arts Programme was the midwife of my 
birth as a novelist. Thanks to the A.M. Qattan Foundation.”
Akram Musallam, novelist and journalist

1

70 artists have participated in the Young 
Artist of the Year Award (YAYA) since its 
launch in 2000

214 Bursaries were awarded in the 
performing arts, including theatre, dance, 
music and circus

44 artists participated in art-residency 
programmes outside Palestine

60 performing arts projects supported, 
including tours in Switzerland, France, 
Belgium, UK, Congo and Greece

The Culture and Arts Programme (CAP) mainly aims to support 
young artists by offering them incentives to develop their talents, 
enable them to achieve and/or present their creative projects 
and advance their knowledge and experiences. In support of 
artists’ technical, vocational and educational development, the 
Programme offers bursaries, production and promotion grants 
and prizes which it awards on a competitive basis. It also im-
plements a number of national interventions like the Young Art-
ist of the Year Award (YAYA), Young Writer of the Year Award 
(YWYA), and the Performing Arts Summer School (PASS). The 
Programme’s support is not limited to individuals; a significant 
share of its resources is allocated to support cultural and artistic 
programmes, activities and productions organised by institutions 
and art groups in Palestine and abroad. The Programme works 
across a number of different disciplines including the performing 
arts, visual arts, literature and the audio-visual arts. It also pro-
motes cultural collaboration between Palestine, the Arab region 
and the rest of the world.

2 3 4
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My Light is Your Light installation by 

Alaa Minawi supported by the SELAT 

project

1.

Stage actor Hassan Taha (left) during 

the workshop “Appearing with Masks” 

in Italy

At the 2014 YAYA winners announce-

ment ceremony at the Foundation in 

Ramallah
Artist Ayed Arafeh participating in a 

residency programme at University 

of Ideas at Cittadellarte (UNIDEE) at 

Pistoletto Foundation, Biella – Italy, 

supported by the Foundation

2.

3.

4.

How Green Was My Valley Exhibition 

held in NYC, organised by Art Pales-

tine International and supported by   

the Foundation

5.

5
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THE MOSAIC ROOMS

1

“A succinct, intelligent focus on 
the Arab world has been 
unfolding at The Mosaic Rooms 
gallery in Earls Court since 
2008…”
Rachel Spence, Financial Times

In 2015, 76,826 visitors attended The Mosaic 
Rooms and events and exhibitions supported 
by the Foundation in London, including the 
Edward W Said Annual London lecture at the 
British Museum and exhibitions at the ICA, 
Chisenhale Gallery and Ffoto Gallery.

17

2

4

Established in 2008, the Mosaic Rooms (MR) are a vibrant non-
profit cultural space and bookshop in West London dedicated to 
supporting and promoting contemporary culture from and about 
the Arab world. As the UK arm of the A.M. Qattan Foundation, 
the MR believe in the importance of creating a cultural space 
that presents new thinking and daring creativity, illuminates ideas, 
inspires understanding, and interrogates contemporary issues. 
They also aspire to a London audience with a more informed, 
engaged and critical understanding of Arab culture and society.
The MR have also played a key role in the Shubbak Festival 
of Contemporary Arab Culture since its inception in 2011 and 
currently host its administration. The A.M. Qattan Foundation 
has also been one of Shubbak’s main supporters since 2013. 
Shubbak 2015 included over 130 artists, originating from 18 
Arab countries, across 70 events in more than 40 venues, per-
forming to a total audience of over 50,000. It received over 
200 pieces of national and international media coverage.  
www.mosaicrooms.org 

Part of the exhibition All Along the 

Watchtower by Tunisian artist Nadia 

Kaabi-Linke, The Mosaic Rooms 

2.

Syrian-inspired supper club with 

Anissa Helou, The Mosaic Rooms

Photographic prints from the exhi-

bition Wounded by Corinne Silva, 

exhibited at Garden State at The 

Mosaic Rooms
The Edward W Said London 2014 

Lecture Is there a language of 

peace? by Raja Shehadeh, present-

ed at the British Museum 

3.              

4.

5.

Audience during Three Percent 

Learning & Engagement Project with 

Phakama, The Mosaic Rooms

6.

Part of the exhibition I Spy With My 

Little Eye, curated by Sam Bardaouil 

and Till Fellrath of Art Reoriented, 

The Mosaic Rooms, part of Shubbak 

Festival 2015

1.

3 65
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A child during ballet class at CCG1.

2.

1

2

Homesick, 2014 by Hrair Sarkissian, installation shot from the artists exhibition Imagined Futures at 

The Mosaic Rooms

157 publications were distributed to 2,100 
schools, which included:  literary, educational 
and translated books along with journals 
and children’s books 

160 guests were hosted at the Foundation’s 
guest house in Ramallah. Among them there 
were writers, artists, journalists, researchers 
and students from all over the world, who 
worked with the local communities

 

HIGHLIGHTS AND MAJOR PROJECTS 2015-2020
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A.M. Qattan Foundation Cultural Centre 
and Palestine Office 

The Foundation is currently establishing a new 
building in Ramallah to house its administrative 
and programmatic operations, and to serve as a 
multi-facetted cultural venue. The new building 
has a total area of 7,730m² and is the first 
building registered with the Palestinian Higher 
Green Building Council. With an investment 
of over $15 million, the Foundation hopes the 
building’s design will inspire the architecture of 
future public venues in Palestine. The building 
also aspires to become a beacon of science 
and knowledge, an oasis of cultural interaction 
and innovation and an incubator for creators.    
The new building will include a number of pub-
lic facilities: a library, multipurpose hall, gal-
lery, fine arts studio, performing arts studio, 
small theatre (120 people), resource develop-
ment studio, training rooms, model classroom, 
restaurant and terrace. The Foundation is cur-
rently developing a “Public Programme” that 
will utilise its new building facilities and will 
have an outreach component. 

SELAT – Links Through The Arts, Lebanon

In June 2012, the A.M. Qattan Founda-
tion launched SELAT: Links through the Arts, 
in partnership with the Netherlands-based 
Prince Claus Fund. SELAT is a grant-giving 
programme in support of Palestinian individu-
als and organisations working in Palestinian 
refugee camps in Lebanon. It seeks to promote 
cultural life in the camps, focusing on emerg-
ing artists and new creative practices. The pro-
ject also aims to strengthen links between the 
camps’ cultural practitioners and their peers in 
Lebanon.

The Palestinian Performing Arts Network 
Programme (PAN)

Funded by the Swedish International Devel-
opment Cooperation Agency and the 
European Union, the Palestinian Performing 
Arts Network Programme was launched in 
2012. The Programme will be managed 
by the Foundation until June 2016. 
It seeks to build an active network of performing 
arts institutions. It also seeks to highlight the 
role of the performing arts as essential to the 
community and as a sector that contributes to 
human development, free expression, liberty, 
diversity, independence and cultural identity. 
The Programme encompasses the following 
organisations: Ayyam Al-Masrah (Theatre Day 
Productions), Al Kamandjâti Association, El-
Funoun Popular Dance Troupe, the Palestinian 
Circus School, Popular Art Centre, Al-Harah 
Theatre, Freedom Theatre, Ashtar Theatre, Yes 
Theatre, Edward Said National Conservatory 
of Music, and the Magnificat Institute.

The Interactive Science Centre

The Foundation is collaborating with the 
Municipality of Ramallah to establish an 
interactive science centre in Palestine. In 2015, 
it concluded a master plan study of the centre, 
which is intended to fill the lack of informal 
science learning opportunities to children and 
the wider community. In 2016, the Foundation 
is partnering with the Exploratorium in San 
Francisco to seed the development of the 
centre by launching a creative Science Studio 
to design and build interactive science exhibits 
and other informal learning experiences locally.
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1. Foot scaled replica of a US Army surveillance blimp from the exhibition 

The Evidence of Absence (2015) by David Birkin, exhibited at Mouths at 

the Invisible at The Mosaic Rooms


