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Newspaper authors
and editors

Foreword

The idea began with the study of millennials through a large
number of initiatives, projects and research in an attempt to
find how they stand in line with the Palestinian reality, and

how the new generation perceives their
current political, social and economic

issues, their vision of liberation and their ~ The project went through several stages before taking
role in realising this vision. The project the present ‘newspaper’ form. It was first envisaged as an

sociological levels throughout Palestinian ~ current generation. Another idea was a narration project

history and its development from that sums up the Palestinian reality and the youths’ vision
Awneh to voluntary action within youth through a set of ‘encapsulated’ texts, stories and images.
initiatives. Finally, it was decided that this final form is optimal to

The newspaper chose to speak for and present millennials’
ideas, life and future. This generation grew up amidst
important political changes during the first and the second
Intifadas, the Oslo Agreement, the shifting PLO government

as the sole and legitimate representative against occupation
and the consequences on social and intellectual levels. This
generation witnessed the stages of giving and taking, war

and peace, unity and division, and suffered from all possible
contradictions. Millennials are still trying to make a political
footprint in the Palestinian arena after their success in making
economic, cultural and social footprints. The main idea lies in
presenting the youths’ vision of the homeland and occupation.
the current reality of social concepts

present and fulfil the artistic desire of the project staff on
one hand and to maximise transparency and allegiance for
the public cause on the other.

The project essentially aims to present the vision of
Palestinian youth, to bridge the gap between the older
generations and the millennial generation and reconsider
the political action of the older generations. It seeks to

take learnt lessons from their experience, convert them

to help understand the current reality, foster a more solid
conceptual base to develop the future Palestinian project—
assuming that the present reality is a necessary transitional

period—and normalise the state of identity confusion as such as solidarity and major questions Finally, the newspaper will be issued

necessary and positive in the wake of globalisation and the in identity and belonging and the in two complementary versions: one

modern conceptual technological explosion. homeland. Also important are their will be a paper version similar to
aspirations towards the future, whether the traditional newspaper format,
imagined freedom is achievable and while the other will be an interactive
their relation with the state of erosion, digital format. Both will have the
alienation and frustration. The idea is same content but with a different
also to present different youth initiatives ~ layout. The paper version expresses
in this country. This project means to the stillness of perception, while the
connect older generations (boomers digital version expresses the chaotic
and generation X) with the analysis of conceptual state as a necessary and
the millennials through a newspaper, a positive action to transition to an

means of communication that can join all  active constant state, i.e., move from
generations. the illusion to see what lies beneath.
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Rage,
Rebellion

In my final three years of teaching at Birzeit University, I
began to sense my disconnection from the new students at
the Department of Architecture. In the beginning, I thought
it was just bad luck with the mixture of students we were
getting in the 4th and 5th years, but then I realised it was a
shift in the generation’s value systems and their relationship
with what I thought of as a commonly inherited frame of
morality that guided me and others around me to formulate
our social and political identities. It could also be a turn in
my value system as I advance in age and experience. This
continued as I took my current position at the A.M. Qattan

In what seems a hopeless search for an ideal social model
outside the capitalist logic, there is a widespread belief
amongst younger generations that such a model should have
idiosyncratic collectives and groups at its centre in terms

of self-organisation, its relationship to the community,
distribution of labour and accessibility to alternative
resources (not from donors or NGOs). I always felt there
was something missing. Sometimes I couldn’t understand
the horizontal connections between these dispersed
initiatives. Other times, I found some of them reinventing
what, for example, Palestinian farmers have been doing

for thousands of years, but packaged in a more bohemian,
hipsterly wrapping. Many times, I thought that the ideals

of the younger generation fail to look at how the thrive of
these alternative initiatives is conditioned to their existence
within the economy of the rotten governmental, private and
civil societal bodies under the auspice of Israeli occupation
and the international community. The imagination of
liberation in the form of these dispersed microcosms
denies, in many cases, the necessity to have larger
management structures that manage vital infrastructure
such as water, electricity, telecommunications and other
services that were imported from outside the collective

and yet very essential to its functionality. Not to mention
the necessity of disaster management in case of large-scale
environmental catastrophes and pandemics. Moreover,
these postulations generally ignore non-utilitarian vocations
such as philosophers, writers, artists and those who do not
necessarily produce primarily communal products.

fazdl | Al Moubtada’ p.11

Foundation in 2016. The issue became
clearer as the conversations with

young artists and cultural practitioners
became more intense while continuously
working with them. There was an

array of issues that I repeatedly heard
about from many of them. A major

issue pertains to the current social

and political failure that marks these
times, blamed on past generations and
inherited patriarchal structures. This
has deterred many of them to work

or collaborate with the NGOs or PA
institutions. The timely emergence of
independent initiatives and collectives is
symptomatic to this conjoint insight.

I met many younger artists/activists who claim to be core
Marxists and embrace the ethos of the anti-global capitalist
struggle, whereby they call for localism and the autonomy of
the local community as an antithesis to capitalist logic. Yet,
from what is happening worldwide, capitalism thrives on
multiculturalism with a continuous co-

While talking to some of these initiatives, I realised optation of alternative cultures resisting

that some unleash fundamental cultism, whether tribal, through production and consumption. The

factional or religious. Some justify it due to feelings phenomena of gentrification driven by

of alienation from the predominant and hegemonic alternative artist initiatives in big cities is

ideological and political order and the need to sow radical ~an ongoing, tragic example.

doubts and enable autonomous thinking. However, it is

no longer enough to look at these young initiatives as

a means to undermine the hegemonic hierarchical and

symbolic edifices that ground political and social stability =~ We live in an era, especially in our region,

(Fateh tribal hegemony and the growing Islamist project);  with a deterioration of traditions on

we need to also unveil the growing danger (especially which we used to base our identities.

amongst the younger generations) of a post-patriarchal There is a loss of a reference frame for

Nihilist order that presents itself as new freedoms. a meaningful life beyond the ongoing

hedonism. On the other hand, we are

at a time of moral inertia in respect to the local and global
tragedies happening around us. We fail to stand up to
social and political evils because we either have difficulty
understanding them from outside our moralistic bubbles
or perhaps because we cannot find ways to recognise and
discuss them as soluble problems.

Unfortunately, the radical left either awaits a large
catastrophe to instigate social change or for others outside
their close circles to instigate a farfetched revolution. Some
of the leftist discourse not only forms sacred alphabets of
new religions but also attempts to demoralise and punish
those who do not fall in line. Maybe we need to inspect if
our society is incapable to achieve emancipation, with its
currently shredded fabric of morality, vis-a-vis the imagined
leftist dream of a just sovereign society.



In the past, solidarity meant a common destiny and a blood
bond at the political or social levels manifested in joint
action and direct initiatives. Why has this changed today?
As solidarity often became fake and ceremonial, comprising
activities that the rich, the upper classes and the

political elites do to express their humanity are mostly
restricted to emotions.
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The difference in time and in general life conditions
enabled a real transformation that we will compare with the
previous meaning.

A quick historical overview reveals a profound change in

the world order, the victory or the defeat of other liberation
projects—some of which opted for political compromises—the
collapse of political regimes that support liberation causes and
the emergence of other, rightist, extremist regimes. All this
turned these concepts into fake bubbles.
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The concept of solidarity has also undergone such change as

it became a superficial expression, an individualistic definition
with no specific frame of reference or even a clear intellectual
meaning, like other concepts that have become void of content,
with the collapse of their frames of reference and former
dialectics between theory and practice. Those concepts may be
defined by their practice and not the opposite. Hence, what we
consider now as revolutionary was previously an ordinary act;
this applies to the concept of solidarity.

The fake solidarity in
the worlid

Today, this is restricted to a form of pure expression of
humanity with world causes, which carry a dimension of
assistance and support but have no influence on the party
that performs solidarity.
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Protests constitute a form of solidarity as well as collecting
donations, media advocacy and popular mobilisation, away

from real attempts to change the reality of those who need
such solidarity.

Once again, this comes within the framework of several
changes in forms of life and modes of production, and the
difficulty in identifying the features of the political and social
systems, so that interventions of political systems have direct
impact on peoples’ lives, which has made it almost impossible
to take positions. This caused a definition crisis between
official and popular levels for several concepts, one of which is
solidarity.
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Many dispersed voices

In humanity’s ancient past, humans needed others in their lives
for rescue. The motive was essentially survival; however, the
main motive for the emergence of language and values was to
enable members of the tribe to communicate with a clear moral
concept. This included the position of the tribe towards other
groups, allies and enemies, which depended on the region and
its available resources. While communities existed before that
time, one could say that the modern form of community and

©

Because of the diverse sources of
knowledge that shape the distinct
individual, this leads to a plurality of
voices and lack of conformity in one
holistic vision. This means that personal
interests surpass collective concerns;
hence, positions towards major issues
become relative. This reflects on the
Palestinian condition, particularly in
respect to the individual’s perception

of the regime and their value as an
individual, the individual’s position in
society at large, the individual’s position
in the occupation and whether they fully
reject it or are willing to coexist with it.

politics started there. The individual’s
need for affiliating with a group was vital
for survival, and isolation or exclusion
from the tribe constituted a death verdict.
The individual’s need for the group
continued throughout history and only
changed in the past few decades. This is
attributed to the following reasons:

Medical progress and easy movement of individuals reduced
the individual’s need to belong to the primitive form of the
tribe (i.e., family) for survival. This means that individuals,
even if weak, are capable of surviving without someone to care
for them in their sickness, or for their needs such as food,
clothing and shelter. They can also survive without the need
for protection from dangers that previously endangered their
lives, such as climate or environmental conditions, wild animal
attacks, sickness with no effective remedy or attacks by other

groups.

Decline of instinctive needs

fazdl | Al Moubtada’ p.17

Cliques and exclusion

Some comparison is bound to occur
between the conditions of the local
youth and the window to other worlds,
which have their own thoughts and
jargon that often suits the youths’
aspirations towards the future and
quality of life they seek, which makes
those informed of new concepts more
critical of the local social and political
life. Hence, there is either

areal desire for change or a desire to
leave for a place that better suits their
vision, as they fail to live harmoniously
with their reality.

The local and global social landscape is overwhelmed with
cliques, with small communities that have their own rules

and norms. However, based on the factors that contributed to
the development of exclusive cliques, it has become easier to
exclude new members or even established members if they
disagree with a principle of that clique. This pushes individuals
to suppress any attempts to change in fear of exclusion, or they
voluntarily opt for isolation to preserve their uniqueness. This
makes the impact of individuals dispersed and ineffective.

All these factors create a gap not only between millennials
and other generations, but also among individuals belonging
to the same generation. It leads to a lack of clear vision and
collective political stand towards occupation or the ruling
Authority, which is in total disconnection with current social
concerns. This also leads to a state of ambiguous rejection that
lacks a proper plan, that does not direct the youth’s potential
towards a realistic or achievable project. While this situation
is not strictly Palestinian, it is more locally evident because of
the direct impact of the political conditions on individuals and
their quality of life.

Other worlds

All these factors create a gap not only between millennials and
other generations, but also among individuals belonging to the
same generation. It leads to a lack of clear vision and collective
political stand towards occupation or the ruling Authority, which
is in total disconnection with current social concerns. This also
leads to a state of ambiguous rejection that lacks a proper plan,
that does not direct the youth’s potential towards a realistic or
achievable project. While this situation is not strictly Palestinian,
it is more locally evident because of the direct impact of the
political conditions on individuals and their quality of life.
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The value crisis

u - u A Palestinian artist may have to go with
Modern critique of amid cultural i reimmmies
while seeking sufficient material and
logistic support at the expense of vision
— — and passion. However, this becomes
Palestinian art and €gEeMONY iy i
to find a place in the cultural field
when one’s devotion to art is seriously
= passionate. Many talents wither because
S e rec yp I n g e of the current cultural hegemony, as
artists either lose their passion because
of the systemic frustration exercised

p I t - Iq - n There has been no problem in the way by established creators and cultural
a eS I Ia that artworks addressed the Palestinian in.s BEEarTS), @3F DEER R (e iy comply
question throughout history. Naturally, with the stereotypes and become captives
the creator presents a part of their lived to the market.

reality. The modern criticism process that

adopts the “Death of the Author” approach

fails in criticising Palestinian artworks

in particular, since the social map of

Palestinian reality is extremely diverse and

depends on the place where the artist was

raised, their social status and intellectual

tendencies. Despite stereotyping the

Palestinian question, it constitutes an

important historical and social mirror and

provides an independent narrative angle

The moral burden
of the Palestinian

The expectations placed on the shoulders of a Palestinian
I .al I a OI creator cannot be separated from the tragedy of value.

The Palestinian creator shoulders the burden of conveying
Palestinian suffering to the world, not only of ordinary people
or of institutions, but also the personal ethical burden. Often,
a creator is incapable of separating the artwork from the
tragedy of their identity as a Palestinian who lived the colonial
reality, and the ethical burden of those who were killed,
incarcerated and displaced throughout one-hundred-plus
years of continuous human rights violations. This may justify
yet another stereotyping of Palestinian authorship in terms of
the tragic events and bleak future, past and present.
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A Gas Jar

Abu Tareq’s family could not find anything to eat for
dinner except two tomatoes, a loaf of bread, an onion
and a little oil. The family members grimaced after the
false promise of hot lentil soup. That was when the gas jar
finished. Suddenly, a young man from outside the house
screamed, “shelling, a shelling is coming!” The family ran
quickly to hide by the iron door while the house violently
shook as the shells fell near Abu Eyad’s house.

A faint voice came from the debris; it was Abu Eyad, still
alive. Abu Eyad slowly opened his eyes and saw Abu Tareq
and Tareq. He shouted with difficulty, “bring the jar back,
you thief” Tareq got scared, left the gas jar and ran away,
while Abu Tareq froze.

Abu Tareq told his son, Tareq, “Put on your jacket quickly,
let us go down,” while Umm Tareq and the girls screamed.
Abu Tareq said, “Do not worry, we will be back immediately.”
The mother said, “Take care, yamma mummy dear, Tareq,
take care, my sweetheart” Abu Tareq and his son went
down and quickly headed to Abu Eyad’s house.

Abu Eyad said, “I knew you are a thief and a dirty dog,
instead of coming to help us, you bastard.” Abu Tareq lifted
the gas jar and approached Abu Eyad. Abu Tareq held the
gas jar upright and dropped it on Abu Eyad’s head, once,

They entered the semi-destroyed house, where limbs of tvyice, three times, uptil his face was crushed. Abu Tareq
the family members were scattered. Tareq went quickly wiped the blood off his eyes, looked at Abu Eyad and threw
to the kitchen and said in a loud voice, “Yaba father, the up. Near him laid the body of a little girl whose lower half
kitchen is not destroyed.” Abu Tareq said, “Find the gas jar was ripped off, with her doll next to her. Abu Tareq placed
quickly” The gas jar was half full. Tareq carried it on his the doll in her arms and covered her with his shirt.
shoulder while the bombardment continued on several

houses and buildings nearby.

Abu Tareq carried the gas jar and went back home. Um
Tareq rejoiced while Tareq hung his head. Abu Tareq put
his hand on Tareq’s head and said, “It is ok, kid, tomorrow
you will learn” Um Tareq and the girls prepared the lentil
soup while Abu Tareq washed the blood off his hands and
face and changed into cleaner clothes. The family had
dinner and went to sleep with half-full stomachs.

fazdl | Al Moubtada’ p.25
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The Millennials are
dissatisfied with
the Palestinian
political system

Millennials believe that there is no political system
capable of placing all their generation or the preceding
generations into one category, because there is no
agreement amongst them on the main topic. The only
solution lies in dropping the current fake Palestinian
identity, since the notion of the sole representative

has failed along with the failure of the political project.
Moreover, it is important to have a leader with a

clear vision since the national project is currently
ambiguous. Unlike previous periods, whereby the
Palestinian Authority (PA) had a vision with the different
governments, individualism afflicted Palestinian society
and prevailed further with time.

The current PA subjects it to revolution; the flame is
there, waiting to be ignited. Compliance with the morals
of revolutions is unlikely. There are plans but no one
discusses the perfect plan. Each plan has its advantages
and disadvantages. It is our duty to think, plan and vote.
There is need for a conscious space for imagination. The
new generation must exercise their freedom in phrasing
the agreement of the future national project, instead

of the dominating ideas of these parties who have no
consideration for the youth, who proved their superiority
over the older generations through endurance.

The Millennials are exasperated with the current
political situation and there is discrepancy between the
importance and futility of creating new leadership. On
the one hand, there is a state of frustration and lack of
confidence that the future will be different. On the other,
the current generation feels will not attain a position
that may help politically change the country. This creates
tension with the older generation.

The pre-Millennial generation leads the PA, the
institutions, the clubs and even the local councils,
although their level of education may not be higher than
the fourth grade. This has reduced the confidence of
educated and conscious Millennials.
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Institutionalising
iNndividual value and
dulll achievement
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Another question arises amongst individuals, particularly
amongst youth in the local community: namely the question
of value, which puts youth in a continuous state of inquiry.
Either keep the individual value and the revolutionary
perspective to avoid losing the human essence—although
they do not feel they got the entitlement they deserve—or
get the community and material worth, such as status and
image, in return for selling their souls to the institution.
This is particularly significant for artists, with the
modularity of institutional achievements and how they
convey Palestinian historical images in an unauthentic,
modernist framework. The individuals lose their passion

to convey the artistic, cultural or intellectual images that
stem from their reality, which aggravates the disconnection
between cultural institutions and the experienced
individuals or those with good potential.

The youth’s frustration is manifested in fake achievements
of the institutions for which they work, or those that
produce a cognitive image of the Palestinian reality, which
makes them less willing to cooperate with and work for
these institutions. Although the separation between
individual efforts and institutionalisation diversifies the
product, which in turn contributes to building a coherent
community with plural yet cohesive and harmonious voices,
artists, writers and scholars do not receive sufficient
support to achieve their personal visions in the Palestinian
reality. This pushes many of them to fall back into
stereotypes or take jobs that do not meet their aspirations.

Aa young woman who works in the theatre disclosed that
these establishments, even abroad, could not survive

solely on ticket sales, but were instead supported by
governments, unlike the theatres here. The budget
allocated for the theatre is not enough to cover a quarter of
expenses, which means that many works are produced with
personal funding, a very unacceptable arrangement. She
also said that many colleagues, directors, playwrights and
actors have quit despite their talents. Rationally speaking,
we cannot say that art, culture and knowledge are more
important than the ability of people to live decently. Many
joined institutions and their artistic spirits were submerged
in works and projects that exist only on paper or in albums
that bring more funding to the institutions.

Despite many examples of achievements by youth, they

are not sufficiently supported, which makes them subject
to quickly leave the industry. This means that many
Palestinian youth possess a conscious plan of knowledge,
civilisation, politics and struggle. However, the continuous
frustration in fake institutions that care more for
appearances than content does little to help lift the despair
that haunts Palestinian creators.

I mean, look at the older generations. At first, for
example, there was the armed struggle; then,

they moved to a new phase, which comprised
constructing an authority structure that suits the
aspirations of some, while the others found that
the shift did not suit them. So, they heeded on their
personal aspirations, establishing private institutions,
companies and enterprises. Then we came, and we
do not relate to the authority’'s pyramid nor do we
relate to what has been constructed, and at the
same time we cannot build something of our own,

something that represents us.
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, then who gathers us?
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With personal romanticism that excites us
A global scholar through the media
Documents history on the peaks of Wikipedia
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A ohe—sided

perspective

How Millennials Perceive
the Older Generation's
Perceptions About Them

According to Millennials, the reason for the existing generation

gap is that the older generation did not contain theirs. The older

generation is still unable to accept the time gap between their

generation and millennials, which has led to a radical difference
in concepts and future prospects. The
dilemma is that it’s impossible to bridge
the gap with the older generation and
agree on one vision for the current
situation, since any dialogue is influenced
by certain prejudices: the previous

- - '
The Mlllenlals generation is the generation of the state;
i the Millennials cannot comprehend the
Perceptlons O'-f the notion of the state, which is unable to
°|de|" Generation grow. The older generation had a clear

and unified liberation project. The unclear
current project led to stigmatising
Millennials as the generation of political

On the other hand, the new Palestinian identity does not e
and economic failure.

deny the history of the older generation and believes that
present Palestinians have reached the current situation by
virtue of previous sacrifices; current achievements are thanks
to the previous generations who expected no reward for
their national project. However, they realise that this path no
longer works. Furthermore, the previous generation believes
that they are withering, and many sacred figures are falling
apart. This led to underground initiatives disconnected from
the older generation because their experiences were judged
as a total failure. Moreover, the Palestinian revolution has
moved away from the liberation project, one of the reasons
being that the older generation had no outlook for the future
and it did not prepare the next generation for what would be.
There was a lack of communication and dialogue, leading to
grave political deterioration. It is not understood why failure
persisted. Perhaps there was no alternative plan or it was the
deliberate aim of the politicians. There was only one means
that did not succeed—weaponry—which led to the conclusion
that all the future generations can neither win nor progress.

In Palestine, the previous generation
during the 1970s and two Intifadas had

a clear project, and all their decisions
revolved around this project. Cultural and
social institutions embraced the subject
and worked to improve the situation in
Palestine accordingly. Moreover, they
claimed that the political situation was
improving and that the strength of the
young generation threatened to remove
the older generation from their positions,
which led them to exclude Millennials
from political decision making.
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structure of family dignitaries and aldermen to tighten and
prolong its grip over society. This was the same rationale
for setting up village councils, using family dignitaries and
fathers to control their sons.

In other words, the status of youth as the opposite of the
family/traditional society/power hierarchy in the Arab
family dominated the process of generational representation
during the first Intifada, without placing the same processes

system and an institutionalised tool of cultural colonial
hegemony. In so doing, we can see that generationalism

(the youth in the case of the first Intifada) was not a social
classification but rather a unit of political analysis. The
individual becomes one of ‘ashabab’ when he joins political
action; hence, the function of youth is no more linked to age
but constitutes a unit of political analysis in the conflict with
colonial hegemony and its internalisation in social structure.

Reference: Alazzeh, A., 2015. Youth Illusion. Palestine Appendix,
Assaffir Newspaper.
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The youth, Intifada
and patriarchy

fazdl | Al Moubtada’ p.47

Since the beginning of the popular uprisings in the Arab world,

the notion of the youth generation emerged as a generic

concept used to describe social movements, assuming that the

concept itself is analytical. The concept serves an ideological
inclination for researchers. (Liberals perceive Arab youth as
the holders of the banner of individual liberation and liberal

democracy; Marxists perceive them as the holders of the banner
of class struggle and social justice; nationalists and the Islamists

perceive them as the holders of the political project of a post-

colonial state).

In the Palestinian context, the concept of the youth emerged
because of the Arab world’s influence. This time not only did

the Authority, NGOs or Western discourse invoked it, but some
actors and activists did as well. They used the word ‘youth’ as an
independent function from the socio-economic context. They

mostly used the historical heritage of anti-colonial struggle,
whereby the youth generation constituted the direct action
of resistance. Upon writing and theorising about youth, the

experience of a major popular uprising is invoked as the model

active role for youth in society. In this article, I shall attempt

to explore the representations of the concept of youth, how it
was promoted and whether it should be eliminated or properly
defined to avoid falling into the trap of often-empty depictions.

In his analysis of Palestinian memory of the first Intifada,

anthropologist John Collins spoke of six rhetorical patterns the

Palestinians invoke upon recalling the first Intifada, the most

significant being heroism. However, this rhetorical pattern does
not apply to the individual, but to all of the ‘Intifada generation’
They were called the ‘stone children’ or the ‘stone generation’

in oral narratives and individual memories. Other popular
names included the ‘Intifada youth’, used in sociological and

ethnographic texts as ‘ashabab’ (the youth). Anthropologist Julie

Peteet described this generation (especially males) and their

violent confrontations with the Occupation’s army and police

as a ritual of transformation from childhood to manhood. In

the same context, anthropologist Sharif Kanaana presented

a similar analytical model in which he compared the heroism
of that generation with the characters of local folkloric tales.

Kanaana relied on stories collected during the first Intifada that
focussed on children, women and young males. The depiction
of the young male is “confident, refuses to give in neither to the
colonial power nor to the social norms, and is mostly outside the
family’s house”

Kanaana addressed in particular the notion of exiting social
norms that revolved around the family’s authority. This is
what sociologists call the family structure and internal power

hierarchy.

Sociologist Salim Tamari goes in a similar direction, saying that
the first Intifada resulted in, inter alia, redefining the generation
gap as it confused traditional conduct and norms towards older
individuals. In another note, Tamari argued that at some point,
young men and women found excuses to go out since the family
lost its power in favour of the political parties, in which the
youth found better representations of national interests.

The previous discussions of youth representation address the
theoretical construct from the perspective of the generational
determinant. The patriarchy of the Arab family is considered
irrespective of the broader context of power relations, in
particular the colonial context. Family relations became, by
default, the lens through which the nature of the generation is
identified. Hence, youth are represented as defiant to the family,
the father or patriarchy, without insight into the relationship
between patriarchy and the process of colonial hegemony in the

Occupied Territories.

Those perceptions remained captive to structural studies of
Arab society (such as those from Hisham Sharabi, Suad Joseph
and Halim Barakat). That ‘generational’ moment as an analytical
element in the first Intifada, the image of the young man
revolting against the power hierarchy in society, was previously
invoked by Ghassan Kanafani, albeit about the experience of
the young Palestinian who joined the commandos’ factions

(fedayeen).

In his novel Um Sa’ad, Kanafani spoke about Sa’ad, imprisoned
by the Lebanese authorities because of his fedayee activity,
and the chief or the alderman who came to mediate and

free him and his comrades from prison. In the dialogue,

Sa’ad sarcastically tells the chief: “Send my greetings to the
camp, son,” while Um Sa’ad answers, “This is his role, not
yours.” At this moment, a symbolic shift occurs in the social
power hierarchy between the young man and the chief.

For Kanafani, the chief was yet another tool of political and
cultural hegemony over the Palestinians. This was not evident
in analysis by first Intifada researchers. Generationalism was
addressed through positioning the conflict within the Arab
family and disconnecting colonial hegemony from one of its
tools, i.e., using the modernist model in sociology through
the traditional/modern comparison. In this context, there

is a need to go back to the Zionist Orientalist mind and the
dichotomy through which it addresses the Palestinian. The
colonial military administration relied on the traditional
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I am ashamed of living; do I really live?! . : |
We are a gear in the wheel for investing mone

We have become scenes for Hollywood to unv

ith banks and tips

Scenes that the thieves and the soldiers
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In a city that drinks bonds and loans

A bouncing cheque... an expedited seizure, a bank, an exhibit
We have become a commodity since Madrid was concluded
And Oslo before it, headed by Paris

In a city that occupies me with oil and fuel E R L E “Mohammad Jamil - Shi'rap”
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Like a monster, walks my friend, among
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some quasi—paper or some scaffold. In this
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One day the people woke up to the news of the B o JMim-Y sy e Guldl Bl sl asizleo @
disappearance of occupation from all the Palestinian lands. Lo il ey of JuBo (g2 Lo pad al ghiuy @ dloll dauald
No one cou}d understand what ha_lppened and before the 30 eyl i crabglly LB Algall Galsi dog<odl 51 < g
people realised what was happening, the government e N Ll - o ey
decided to close schools and offices until further notice. @Blil o83 pasy J5s lady «paion Gl oo s o pjY ¢

ol asy S5l Jamy 198 y>g Al sl pMeHl 198 yg (el S5-I
Olliao o lgd b e lofgiul

Many people stayed home while some individuals entered
the liberated 1948 land, burned the Israeli flags and burned
down some houses after taking their contents.
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A state of chaos prevailed in the 1948 lands because of the
absence of an organised government and the assaults some
youth committed against the liberated Palestinians. There
were several cases of rape and murder and groups and parties
fought over taking over these areas, resulting in armed
confrontations among them.

EX Machina
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The Authority sought to hold a meeting with representatives with these groups
and parties in an effort to form one government that included representatives
from all parties. The interim period lasted six months until reaching a moment

of re-stabilisation. However, this did not last long: leaked documents proved that
the new government had embezzled the wealth of the old regime, took over its
military arsenal and led campaigns to purge other groups. Consequently, many
people took to the streets in protests that did not demand ending the regime, but
rather demanded investing the funds of these enterprises that employed the youth,
holding early legislative elections and stopping attacks against civilians. However,
the new government used its new arsenal to supress the protestors, killing and
injuring many, and launched military campaigns against the ‘extremists’ which led
to the destruction of whole neighbourhoods and the death of thousands of civilians.

A religious group called Awdat al-Wa'ad (return of the promise)
emerged, calling for the return of Israel and restoring the
previous conditions. Many workers who used to work in the
occupied land joined the group, led by some Arabs who had
some influence in the old times. The group managed to control
a wide area in the middle and the east along the coast, which
led to conflicts that lasted for years, displacing three million
Palestinians from their homes, cities and villages.
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In the 10th year of the war, the group acquired more than 1,500
nuclear heads, which compelled the government to give in to
the group and dissolve the government on the condition that
government officials kept their fortunes. During the subsequent
20 years, the group called on the remaining Jews of the world

to establish Greater Israel and succeeded in settling a million- GO PN ((Rdae O'°$J9' JYW- g39es ety ogsle E'J‘fl‘“l celbivlg
and-a-half Jews in less than two decades. With Chinese support, 0o sl ejerdly goy3l Lleg elivw o1yl e 8bdl (Layl ccuclbiwl
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remaining Palestinians left for the desert in the Peninsula, while H 0y ) At @ olyd §BHe 5 U;“""b“"l"'l~ a e U""’ %9
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The idea of cloning generations is not expected to succeed
with Millennials. Nevertheless, this does not preclude the
notion of a political factory or that many are intellectual
clones of the old generation in an attempt to repeat history.
Technological breakthroughs led to severance between the
two generations. Many wrongful past decisions surrounded
the Millennials. This led to a search for individual solutions,
giving priority to personal concerns: getting a job, a house
and a car. The new Palestinian personality has become

part of globalisation, as the primary motives receded. This
stigmatised this generation with selfishness. The modernist
global discourse directly affects people. For example,

social media, such as Facebook, Instagram and others, is
personal and individual, not a collective channel. Since

the tools of production define production, individualistic
initiatives dominate Millennials ans technological society.
The generation is marginalised and lacking identity.

Their relations with their parents are confused. Many

of those who were open in the 1980s have become more
conservative. Social disruption is also the result of tribal
upbringing and how individuals give in to gender rules. Even
curriculum is different between Jordanians and Palestinians.
The plurality of identities, instead of one identity, has made
it a confused generation.

The Millennials look for someone to make them take

steps towards the collective idea or towards restoring the
national project. Responding to the question “What made
this generation cool down?” has become key to the solution
in restoring the collective project. Just like how there

is a political factory, another class is trying to play this
generation like dominoes.

Many questions surround Millennial society about their
intellectual products, on which values and principles they
raise their children, their alternative songs and stories, and
how they can exit a consumerist system to a productive
system. Responses may revolve around the happiness

and misery of the generation, so that its members may
understand better and find a return to the state project at
the community level.

The medium is too broad while the place is too limited.
There is a state of loss, which many consider healthy and
should exist in every community. However, others tend to
consider this virtual medium far from real; a community
that has journalistic and cultural diversity considered
positive on the first part and an illusion on the second.
This generation relies on a service sector that makes their
lives easier. Even daily details have become negligible and
a state of calm has become provocative, as if the state were
a bubble and the generation cannot distinguish right from
wrong. Possibly, this state of pleasure is an illusion,
nothing more.

How can the existing structures and values,
which have proven their failure again and again,
be the solution? What about a new imagination
that stems from the Palestinian reality? What
about new concepts that conform to the
Palestinian and youth's imagination?

On the other hand, the new generation lives in a state of
apathy towards what happens and a general state of silence
as they fully realise that no one is currently capable of
change, with no awareness of what will happen in the future.
The lack of change is an impasse that had afflicted most of
their parents’ generations after they changed more than
once, including revolutions, uprisings and rotating social
authorities. Consequently, the new generation left the
liberation project for time, which broke down the concept

of Palestinian identity, had it not been for some traditions
related to the heritage, which constitute a thin line that links
generations and projects together.
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Palestinian social structure is not homogenous among
Millennials and is very different from any other generation.
Socially, it does not constitute an extension of the former
generation. Social media plays a major role in their daily
activities and technology has become a tool that aggravates
their individualism even further. Consequently, some voices call
for keeping some old collective communal spaces to maintain
at least partial cohesion, since Palestinian society has become
severely fragmented. With this complex generation, initiatives
increased and individualism soared. This is the result of
freedom from all political and social restraints as Millennials try
absorbing the conflicts that surround them, which has led to
further individualism rather than collectivism.
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stronger, humans tend to be part of a group, a crowd, a party or
a bloc by nature, to benefit from collective means or resources.
Millennials live with both individualism and collectivism: the
individualism of initiatives and the collectivism of movements.

gl haiSe Aol eloor U=dS apall ol g5 lecsi 0o dyyé dyylan § This is where the specificity of Palestinian Millennials lies. It is
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attributes. The ideologies have not changed across generations,
but rather the mechanisms have changed. Millennials are still
within the main ideology but they did not get the opportunity
to control the resources in the country to effect change. This
generation assumes that there are contingency plans and, in
their opinion, the plan of blood is expired. However, individuals
are supposed to be intellectually different. This technique
means they are not identified under one umbrella, which results
in different religious, economic and political experiences.
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The Arabic word for solidarity, tadamun, is not humanity’s
attempt to describe what is happening or to identify a frame
of reference for objects, emotions, landscapes, events and
nature. Hence, the word seems to derive from the word dumm
(cuddling) in the pure physical sense of people’s interactions.

This is not its linguistic origin but rather a cumulative
interpretation from the evolution of language, an
interpretation with no reference except the imagination.
Nevertheless, there is no harm in some innocent manipulation
of the word, not with the aim of explaining it in its political,
social or cultural connotations, but in an abstract manner.

Let us try to see what might happen if we divert from the
generally accepted knowledge.

Solidarity: The

Language of Humans

In many narratives, communities built themselves by moving forward in the sense
that they live, create a means of living according to their and therefore form the
knowledge. Hence, a human needed to form a community as one could not live
alone; Neither can one live without a community now, at least biologically. At the
beginning, there were some emotional references based on common feelings (fear,
hunger, desire, peace of mind, etc.) and these formed a foundation for building the
community. Hence, we can place those emotions under the topic of solidarity—at
least for a while. There was no political or social system that controlled it (although

some may consider the first state of humans a system by itself). Therefore, when can

we detect the beginnings of the concept of solidarity?

We found hunting to be firstly a collective act and secondly an economic mode of
production. This is a substantial act of solidarity. This also applies to agriculture

but not to industry, as it can be understood that the word’s roots are also linked to
economic modes of production. Hunting and agriculture were definitely linked to
collective action as a prerequisite for success. It is not possible for one person to do
what requires 10 people. The gains would also be 10 people’s worth. This concept was
prior to Karl Marx’s theories on the value of effort. A human could not hunt for food
without a group.

Within this approach, we can remove the human from the
equation and apply it to nature. The essence of natural-
physical existence is the result of reactions of this nature.
Why can’t we explain these reactions as an act of solidarity
of nature, as a vital and interactive community? Here, the
universe is part of the context of this approach and we can
rely on the theory of the butterfly effect.
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Will the concept of solidarity explain the language of sociology
regarding the universe’s interaction with itself?

More importantly, the term solidarity evokes an emotional state, which necessarily
includes a material expression. Furthermore, we cannot claim that solidarity is
restricted to an emotional state and principles void of action, nor the opposite, as
it is impossible for solidarity to be part of action without intellectual conviction or
at least emotions. It is a feeling and a position simultaneously, which has its direct
material expressions and forms.

Now, we get the first tenets: it is not possible to talk about solidarity without talking
about community. Moreover, solidarity cannot be mere emotions void of material
action or even an intellectual reference to action.



Palestinian—Palestinian

o

Many countries and peoples of the world sympathise and
express their solidarity with the Palestinian people. Such
solidarity is expressed in financial and economic assistance to
Palestine through funded projects that cover most aspects of
life. Such support has no real impact on the ground in terms
of real or political change. It may change the structure of
economic and social life but does not generally effect change.

This form of assistance is restricted to some rights-based
international agencies that pay in return for such jobs, not
necessarily in the direct sense, i.e., money is not given in
return for solidarity, but rather indirectly for working in
Palestine, which is often considered a privilege, as a field for
humanitarian work and social and rights-based change.

Several world political parties also operate in a similar
context and in a form that resembles that of international
agencies, some of which belong to political parties that
support their ideas. We see this through the frequent visits
of those countries to Palestine and their participation in
rights or support campaigns in the areas threatened with
confiscation, as well as official support visits with wide

media coverage.

At the Arab level, Arab regimes distinguished between
ongoing political projects in the region. Despite substantial
differences, all place the Palestinian question at the crux of
their agendas, whether that is in favour of the Palestinians
or not.

They also share the financial assistance to support the PA
or other Palestinian factions with international parties.
However, once again, the question revolves around
comparing between the international and Arab arenas,
since some Arab or Middle Eastern regimes do not consider
it solidarity, but rather a common destiny or a part of an
existential battle with colonialism. These regimes mostly

have a special form of solidarity.

At the inter-Palestinian level, things are taking a different
path from the past. Today we see ‘solidarity’ protests with
prisoners undergoing a hunger strike, or solidarity with Gaza

during recurring aggression. This form
of solidarity is restricted to ‘peaceful’
gatherings or demonstrations in safe
areas.

It is worth noting that direct clashes with
the occupation in certain incidents, in
both Gaza and the West Bank, or in the
case of the prisoners’ hunger strikes, are
not solidarity. We need to go back to the
meaning of one group with a common
destiny. This is the same struggle in
different levels and locations, rather than
solidarity in its global sense. This is not
fair to the Palestinians but also involves
manifestations at certain levels.

| believe that failure in the liberation
project is attributed to the unclear
relations between the people and
political factions. There was a
transformation from the armed
movement to political diplomacy,
then came Oslo and the Authority
as the sole representative—all

this without any popullist inputs

in decision—making, which led to a
state of disconnection.
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The group as a
condition
for solidarity

The common destiny that bonds a group
together makes solidarity among its
members an organic act and basic tenet
of its mental and intellectual essence; a
part of the construct of its past, present
and future; and the fabric of its human,
intellectual, social and political identity.
This tenet will either evolve or disperse,
depending on the context. Throughout
history, several communities constituted
models for solidarity in the context
of a common destiny, most notably
the Jewish community before the
establishment of Israel.

Looking at language, the word
solidarity mmr derives from the word
identity nrbo. This is related to
oppression, which the Jews had
suffered from in Europe and Russia
and which created a form of solidarity
among the community, which had a
common fate. The question that comes
up is about motivation for action.

The answer seems obvious. The Zionist movement sought to

motivate the elements of Jewish identity and transform them

from a predominantly religious identity to a national identity,

i.e., politically frame their identity. It was necessary to place

the community under construction in that context. Hence, the

expression of solidarity among members of this community

constituted a preparation for nation building based on political

thought, programme and action. The concept was restricted to

emotional conditions only. If we jump to a conclusion without

investigating, then we certainly cannot

speak of a community with a common What is liberation? Is it liberating
destiny without solidarity, whereas if the land? or liberating the people?
this action is absept, then the result' isa Perhaps we should think of
fragmented and dispersed community. s e .

Consequently, the action requires a fre_e‘?lom as one indivisible body.
group with a common destiny. One may This is not only about the land

also initially conclude that the concept and occupation. What about

is linked to an act with several forms, poverty? Corruption? Oppression?
i.e., translating the moral emotions to INncarceration? We cannot win the

a physical act. Nevertheless, how can .
one community express solidarity as a great war if we lost all the other

political action with another community? ~ Shnall battles!
Moreover, what are the forms of such

material solidarity and how do they adjust

to these emotions?
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The political act
of solidarity

& Wecan perceive solidarity in the community as a practice that
stems from collective consciousness towards certain issues.

Qs Z«oe‘?}cegq However, here we move from the rationale of the community to
%&1\0 5%5@0 that of politics. There is not necessarily full separation between
82 a4 s both concepts, which may overlap at several levels.

\@cﬂ (o8 0 Y e @anc.@ﬁ In the Palestinian context, the concept emerged with the
6\'& o K‘S\‘b\‘ (6%600 ee,o «0‘3" . . . . e
e (KO d«‘“ee“’“ > S ea emergence of a global solidarity movement with the Palestinian
X&\%X\\«%‘;Q s‘iox,“ og&\eget“@@‘; «%. cause. The roots of such ‘solidarity’ stemmed from justice for
o&ice‘\,c,s%w‘ﬂooé;on%:0&6";\6 the cause at the global level and common ground between the
o0 € 63‘3“;& cﬁ‘;«\\\c\&e‘oeéoeg‘ Palestinian liberation project and other liberation projects around
\&.\%x“ ‘{\x&i@&o ‘3?’%0&“’0 gQ'bZ%o the world. Palestinians are one of the pillars of global liberation
Q 62\9«?&,\‘2%@%ﬂ0" ¢ and one of the most prominent forms of colonialist confrontation
N g S in the world. . . . .
PRI i«@“@ %‘ecoﬂ“%oc\e&j Whil 1liberati in Africa. Latin Ameri d That constituted a direct touch to the Arab collective consciousness towards Arab
O (O e % o e ® tie severa  'iberation movements In Alrica, Latin America an regimes, which shook the firm belief that former Arab regimes were involved in
o \@%‘;Qe?*‘somi\"‘{\ Oeéqe% S ¢ Asia were fighting for their independence, the Palestinians were h L £ Palesti lidari . ion in the f £
e 90 o ¢ (2% g King to return to their land for their ind d 1 the occupation of Palestine. Hence, solidarity became direct action in the form o
¥ @ PO e ¥ seeking to return to their land for their independence as well. . .. o . : _
0008 @ P P00 TP o ¢ Co . armament, financial support and training. Solidarity peaked with the victory at al
0% Pe’t® o 9 e @ In some cases, solidarity took the form of one struggle, since . . .
N P A A . ! . : ’ Karameh led by commandos (fedayeen) in the mountains, which was the first real
o WO ot 6‘6“\0 & &;\.0 events in the East affect the West and it became important to Fctorv on the eround against the Zionist movement
w eé\&" c,oé6 0;% > @%\\‘: shift the national struggle to transnational and international y g & ‘
< 00\“%06 x\o\a’ ¢ ‘5@;“& struggle. Politically, the PLO often took the initiative with its " . . . _— .
o0 O O diff. t facti the liberati ts th I Upon a critical historical analysis, one cannot place this situation in the context of
B s P oy C1TETENT IACHIONS, OF HHE ADCTATION MOVEMENTS “ACMSEHes solidarity or global solidarity. It was rather an Arab incubator for the Palestinian
WE (™ & 28 took the initiative either on the basis of pure political alliance =y . Y- . . o
o O A0 . . . . revolution that did not last long. This question takes us back to the definition of
R < 3% 9% & or because the Palestinian left considered this part of raising S . . C : .
@@o qeo?‘\%c%\ o€ o887 liberation awareness and not only a political alliance. Hence, such solidarity: Why did we consider the support and participation of the liberation
W VGO 0% O : ’ ‘ Jar :
%0&6;06\?&&@%\ &‘;o“v relations were not restricted to a specific geographic area or g}oe‘;fn::g;c)ft;tergﬁid 3? fﬁgiiggg,}wmle gnliaAnEs (eieEh o e e e s
o‘iﬁei’\o s°°e<&e’2«1&‘%o®5 people, but rather extended to all oppressed peoples of the world. P g y ;
6@'@*:@'\? « 0‘:%00\1&&@6650‘: Practically, this concept was manifested on the ground with The main options are: ; . .
< -{g'&\’ 0(6{;\660\6‘300%0&&(6&0‘0 leftist movements Carrying out commando Operations against -The concept of solldarlty includes We are now deallhg with the
&ecoe@\\“v‘ ‘ngz\,s‘ﬂe@\“% the Zionist entity, such as the Lod Airport operation carried all fqrmS (SUPPOI’t, incubation, UL mistakes of the old generation,
\vﬁo{«i‘&o“‘eﬁ,\\.\&o‘“ " out by the Japanese Red Army, and some Irish Republican Army destiny) and is broader than political their political and economic failures
DI Ve members who joined the Palestinian revolution action. .
g3 ¥ e J .
100 (‘,@fie&“‘) 6,);13@‘? 5 At the intellectual and political levels, the Black Panthers Or . . :tha? ex_t end through the r'Llllhg
o7 Dp’wf & movement of the United States constituted an active form of ~The concept of solidarity is linked institutions and the Authority. The
St sw'*\ > 5 solidarity as well. This manifested in several joint programmes toa d}fferent group than those subject current generation does not trust
W N ‘55'9 .~ in newspapers, conferences, meetings and political statements. to SOlldal‘ltY: A party cannot express the existing system; hence, the
N yﬂ?’p *  Such movements expressed a common destiny and international solidarity with itself. youth's concerns have become
\° )Pyp\ TaFY o ° 4,\37\‘ revolutionary concepts against colonialism; therefore, these more individuali=tic
&7 5 i \—)\»75 » P ? \» movements were considered to be one party. Let us keep those questions in mind .
& o 3»\ yé \ and go back to the political concept of
o yyp - B ¥ At the Arab level, while the PLO was established from within the solidarity, as the manifestation of the
Y &, 99}5 Arab system, it was soon emancipated from the system’s control real act, i.e., its material practice. Let
P \)50;«3\”) .5 after the revolutionary youth emerging from the Nakba took over us ask about the relation of conviction
) w')'é\ BN y‘éw 4»  the PLO to restore Palestinian identity through direct militant and thought with practice, move away
'y,)\'{ g ;VN\ o action. The PLO, with its different factions, soon constituted an from the previous context of political-
\.9)9).99 e 5\"7 ) >\ attractive model for many Arabs to realise a pan-Arab project that historical expression and try to reveal
S o S & Nl 5 ¥ started with the liberation of Palestine. new prospects for this practice on
N );75\ ' S}\PQ\P;,QW\:W\% oY Away from any political analysis of history, the concept of the ground.
. 9\93, ) '§9'A9_ A‘oy&\ ) >\)f’>\ ¥ solidarity at the Arab level stemmed from ideology first,
v w2 P ¥ é\" particularly before the 1948 Nakba, and in 1956 was manifested
\ )-7\3 J)M : within pan-Arab identity and projects at the intellectual level and
907 B at the political action level. This was after the victory of the Free
\)\M’e \5\,0") Officers in Egypt and the emergence of Gamal Abdel Nasser as a
\_\,,fgf 7 '3,\‘° pioneer of the Arab liberation project, at the forefront of which
w-;}} > lies Palestine.
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The Post—0Oslo
social imaginary

“And back to the aspects of developing the new social imaginary, it may be noted
that the general intellectual and political climate that enables its development
includes a relatively new regional approach towards self-development and
‘individual development’. This approach is strikingly expressed with the children
and the youth, where we witness increasing attention given to the rights and
capacity building of the children and the youth, through diverse training,
technical, recreational and academic programmes. These are new interests, with
their focus on the individual and on developing individual capacities, the one
individual detached from the colonised social or national context.

This new interest includes creating and ‘discovering’ new social categories that
had never been addressed in the Palestinian discourse two decades ago. In this
context, and regarding the youth, the Lebanese anthropologist Mayssoun Sukarieh,
among the first to write about this phenomenon in the Arab World, says that the
‘youth’ group, and despite their high ratio in the Arab World, are being fabricated
for different motives. Those include political motives related to countering
fundamentalism and spreading the culture of hope etc...

Socially, Sukarieh considers that the transformation towards the Arab ‘youth’
‘promotes a liberal model of economic and political reform in the region that
diverts the attention from the social and structural discrepancies and injustices,
and places the responsibility for resolving the problem of instability in the region
on the youth as individuals, which serves the interests of the Arab business sector
and the Western political and economic elites”

Reference: Taraki, L., 2014. Social Imagining After Oslo. The Centre for Arab Unity Studies CAUS.



Order and disorder

The youth have different visions towards liberation projects.
Some believe that the organised or haphazard popular
movements constitute means for achieving freedom, using the
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people’s blood and weapons. Others believe that liberation is
*¢ ¢ ; PN * only possible with an internal policy and diplomacy that aims
to achieve some people’s vision over a part of historic Palestine.
° Yet others call for coupling political action with resistance in a
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popular sense.

Nevertheless, no one raises the following question: can the masses or the ruling
political powers lead the people in clear and stable steps towards a real national
project? In other words, can a people who have been oppressed throughout modern
history be free? Can the ruling power lead the people towards the fair state project?

We can say that the world is divided The ordel" and

into two conflicting sides: order and
disorder. If occupation is order, then the the st ate
Pale.stinian Project is disorder. This is an
9 ancient notion, as old as human consciousness. Aspects of order are, for example, a
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Why are we addressing the country’s cause as if it was
another issue? Why is having work permits in Israel more
important than the solidarity marches? This general state

of apathy is a permanent period as the Millennials describe

it. People want their lives to continue as is, hence the real
concept becomes ‘a normal daily life under the constraints

of occupation’ Many ideas clash, such as the memory and
history of struggle against daily practices that reflect consent
and submission to occupation.

The military checkpoints have become an ordinary thing.

It is no longer an obstacle. One may overlook the growing
settlement near their village in return for the salary one may
get, whether from the PA or an Israeli employer. On the other
hand, many don’t deal with or see Israeli soldiers or military
checkpoints for a long time. Recently, Israeli interference

in Palestinian life has increased. We began to see Facebook
pages for the ‘Israeli coordinator’, or radio stations with local

frequencies. All this led to a series of developments that made
reactions to national or political events only temporary. It also

led to any bombardment or martyrdom operation to become
‘a new incident’ that requires a temporary reaction. On the

usual. Here lies the intellectual gap between the old and new
generations. A generation that considers those incidents
unusual and requires temporary reactions and another
generation that considers them ordinary, repetitive and
requires no reaction. The reason is that the two generations
have two very different experiences and the behaviour of the
old Israel was extremely different from the present Israel.
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other hand, the older generation considers the military events
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The Israel

presence in
the life of the
Millennials

George Habash says that you need to abandon the methods
we have used and think of new methods. This may constitute
the following: The theory of armed struggle has receded,
especially with the decrease in international assistance or
financial aid in this direction. The Palestinian revolution—

just like other popular revolutions—relied on international

funding. On the other hand, one possible solution for the
crisis is independence from Israel, even if not political.
Israel is violating Palestinian resources and there are many
obstacles. The difference is that we know them and fully
realise them; we are neither absent from them nor

ignore them.

Until we achieve full liberation, we must be partially
liberated. Our conflict is not only about physical occupation;
as conscious Millennials, we fully realise that Israel exists. We
cannot ignore or deny that the occupation has transformed
us into people with daily needs and concerns who ignore
questions of the future. The occupation developed from a
strictly spatial to an intellectual concept. The Zionist project
was merely a dream and an imaginary, but was realised. The
Israeli model had an outlook with several scenarios, as if they
had known the eventuality and the different phases. Hence,
they were fully informed of how to invest, which led to the
failure of Palestinian society amid the political failure and
the inability to confront the other’s mind. This in turn led to
‘hanging’: attributing all social, economic or political failures
to the Israeli occupation.

We observe certain economic initiatives in the Palestinian
market, all of which are through Israel. For example,
transportation is active in the West Bank, but on the other
hand, there are military checkpoints. These contradictory
things reflect the implicit or explicit Israeli intervention in
the Palestinian reality. The question is: Are the people aware
of what happens? This leads to many other questions:



-This means that the sea is a symbol, and this is important. All
that you said means one thing: freedom.

-Fine. Is not everything we do for the sake of freedom?

-No, not in terms of focus. All the concepts we are addressing are good but are not
focussed. You find some who call for the freedom of women, others who call for
sexual freedom, others who call for democracy and others who call for gender-based
justice; there are a million dispersed voices. These are forms of freedom and not
freedom itself.

-On what must we focus, then?

-I am not sure, and there is no problem if we do not. However,
I believe that thinking of the original meaning of freedom
constitutes a good start.

How can we be liberated from religious and political
hegemony over public life?

This does not mean to cancel it, as a large number of

people are religious. Moreover, religion in this country is an
important cultural heritage as it signifies our identity. A main
reason for the confusion in the youth’s identity is that we try
to isolate ourselves from old concepts; this is a big mistake.
All history has good and bad sides.

Sometimes, one may track the origins of the current ethical
concepts to bad things and this leads to learning. All the new
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concepts disperse us inside small bubbles. When you speak
about the concept of freedom in general, imagine how many
of those bubbles would fall under its umbrella. Even the
Islamist movement, which has suffered from major oppression
in the past two centuries, will find themselves agreeing on the
general notion of freedom.

-Hence, when we become one society, then this may be the

solution.

-1 told you that I do not know if this is the solution. However, it is very important to start, and this is a good
starting point. Attempting to cancel all the other trends can only lead to destruction and futility. The idea
of change for the sake of change is not correct, either.

-Do you see how it was strange to talk about the sea? Imagine
that we dream that we went to the sea, which is normal
anywhere else, but for us it is that hard. Maybe we should not
try to apply the concepts and ideas of others here because
our reality is so unusual. We were born in this reality, which
made death an ordinary thing and crossing checkpoints a
daily event; in the meantime, we must tell ourselves that this

is not a normal thing.

-Correct, this is the general picture. It starts from here and this is realism.
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Imaginary
conversation in
colloquial Arabic

(This is an imaginary conversation between two people talking about lived reality.
It sums up all the conversations that happened and some of them are personal and
written in colloquial Arabic.)

-Nothing will change.
-Why are you always pessimistic?
-This is not pessimism, this is realism.

-What does that mean?

-For things to change there is a need for a new approach. Do
we have this approach? Simply, no. We repeat the same old
concepts—possibly with a new template, but they are the
same, I mean the same philosophy.

Even when globalisation spread and all those concepts
emerged, they were old concepts in their essence: Marxist,
leftist, communist, neoliberal, far right, radical left, all those
are essentially old. Are you telling me that the previous
generation did not believe in those ideas?

-Indeed, they did, but look, in the old times, there was a lack
of balance among those trends, which we can consider as left
and right. The armed movement was in essence rebellious and
leftist, and the same movement, the same people who were

in that movement are now in charge of the Authority, which
adopts a neoliberal approach; this is a total shift from the left
to the right.

At that time, the opposition spoke about the defect in the
approach of the Authority and now most of us, irrespective
of our beliefs, agree on this defect. Hence, our number is
increasing.
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-Fine. You are speaking about one class
that believes so—an elitist class, one may
say. However, you are not talking about
the rest of the people.

Maybe some of them reject what is happening, but there are
two points. The first is that a large part of the people live on
an average income of 500S USD, and this does not reflect the
reality that many people have even lower incomes. However,
maybe %2 own most of the money. The means do not reflect
reality.

Normally, the middle class is the environment for a strong opposition since the rich
already enjoy freedom of movement and have no reason to rebel, while the very poor
cannot think of the country when they cannot find food and may even fear that if
anything happened in the country, they might starve.

The second point is that although we talk about the defect in the existing Authority,
it has its own supporters. Even if support is only at %30, those are the people with
whom we substantially disagree—so, shall we oppress them and become offenders
instead of victims?

-As such, it is a mistake to speak about destroying the existing
social structure, because we are concerned about what may
happen. It is very easy for civil war to break among the parties
once the current system collapses. Hence, we must admit
that we have no other choice; the best we can do is to try to
reform within the current system.

-This is not easy. The current system has people in it who
are maybe 70 years old. How can a -70year-old understand
the conflicts of -25year-olds? Even when the youth join

the system, we do not feel the change because a part of the
older generations want to preserve their jobs and, instead of
confronting, they merge into the system.

-But this is not a solution. It is unacceptable that we keep
talking this way.

-0k, let me ask you a question. Why do you want to change
this reality? Why do you want to be liberated?

-Beccause I want to be able to live as I please, to be able to go
to the sea, to travel, to work and have a life.

-Why do you want to go to the sea?

-Because I cannot do those things now, I need a permit;
moreover, I care what the community thinks, their perception
of me and a million other things.



Ramallah

There are discrepancies in the way the PA cares for
different Palestinian cities, which have led to discrepancies
in cultural and developmental awareness among them.
Ramallah has become the bubble in which many dream

of living. Ramallah is the city of the Authority and the
provisional capital, with governmental institutions,
ministries and the Mugata’a (Presidential headquarters).
It has become a centre of attraction for youth emigration.
It is the only city that—relatively—gives more voice to the
youth. There are more freedoms in this city than others
in the West bank and Gaza, as well as more initiatives and
movements, which means more individualism.

Living in this bubble means wasting a lot of money on daily
expenses and on living requirements that are higher in
Ramallah than in other cities. True, the salaries are higher,
but so are the needs. The people hate Ramallah because it
does not resemble them. Many described the city as such.
The reason is because Palestinian society is conservative
and has tribal traditions, unlike the city that has no real
history and whose population is from other governorates
with no specific identity. However, the opposite theory

is that Ramallah resembles us all. This city succeeded in
combining all the social structures, youth movements,
intellectual differences and different religious and political
trends. This bubble, the city of Ramallah, has become a
dream to live or visit. Such a city is a real city; everyone
wants to experience it.

For me, the day that liberation
occurs is the day when | can go
anywhere, without the residues

of the current moral conflict that
compel me for 'steadfastness’;
here my own questions start: Who
am I? What do | want? The feeling
of moral obligation to the other
disappears, here and for the first
time | shall care for myseilf.
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vouth initiatives

In a short film about youth initiatives, director Hamoudi
Trad depicts in a five-minute short film the confusion

that young men and women face. Trad films the state of
betweenness in which contemporary youth identity evolves.
He starts with a angled shot capturing people crossing an N—
unidentified Israeli checkpoint, with a noisily recorded
conversation between young people depicting a state of
faltering and confusion in the dark. In the next scene, we
hear the voice of the last protest of Talaat, supporting
women’s rights and rejecting both community violence

and the occupation’s violence. Other scenes show young
men throwing stones at occupation forces. The voice of the
youth becomes clearer in its inclination, where the struggle
is restricted to a single facet: the struggle for social and
political sovereignty. In the last scene, the background
voice becomes clear while the speaker’s identity remains
concealed, expressing one collective voice that says: “The
next generation may perceive us as weak or defeated; they
may be right, but perhaps we have more power within us
than they think”
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—— Seventh interview: 20 October 2019
M.T., 35 years old

This interview shed light on the suffering of the millennials
because of the political mistakes of the older generation. It
addressed the identity crisis of Palestinian youth, who confront
political and social division because of colonialism, political and
historical events. It addressed the geographic division, how the
youth live in a society that does not share a common vision or
identity, how society is neither healthy nor adequate for them
and the social discrepancies among people.

Twelfth interview: 16 October 2019

The interview also discussed how older artists take over the
J.K., 59 years old

cultural landscape and deprive newer artists of the opportunity
or appropriate platform to express their visions and ideas,

leaving the new cultural wave neglected and distorted. . . . . .
g g This interview was conducted with a woman from the old generation, who pointed

out that there is no clear-cut difference between the two generations at the
temporal, social and economic levels, and that the real difference lies in technological
advancement. The interviewee said that many from her generation stereotype the

:'%ht: 4| hteeal“l:lsleoul d“ 26 October 2019 new generation negatively, but she believes that the young generation is capable of
e "’ A4 effecting a new and different reality, especially regarding the Arab Spring, which in
her opinion did not fail as many claim, but is still active and progressing. She indicated
' . . that younger generations usually blame older generations, while the older consider
The interviewee commended the resilience of the new . .
1 . . . themselves superior to the younger. She urged the young generation to acknowledge
generation, how they work collectively, unlike the previous ; . .
! . . . . the accomplishments of her own generation. She called for granting the young
generations, and that millennials seriously attempt to instigate : . . . .
. generation the necessary space for making decisions and effecting change, expressing
a real revolution and change for all people, rather than become I .
. e e . her concern for the young generation’s radical approach.
preoccupied with individual concerns. The technological and
communication developments have largely contributed to
shaping these collective thoughts and the youths’ ideas and
initiatives contribute to changing the ideas and raising the
awareness of the older generation.

Thirteenth interview: 18 October 2019
S.L., 24 years old

Ninth interview: 30 October 2019 R

F.H., 33 years old The interviewee stressed the lack of support for youths

talents and that many institutions support well-known
entities, which discourages the youth and frustrates their
talents. The interviewee commended youth initiatives,
projects and activities that revive old agricultural practices
in an attempt to achieve an investment-based, rather than
consumerist, economy. The younger generation learned from
the experiences of the older generation and should exert all
possible effort to avoid repeating the same mistakes.

The interviewee pointed out the need to stop imagining history
in a nostalgic manner. The millennials fully realise that the
previous period was replete with disastrous mistakes, evident
through the protests demanding reform and the protests
against the blockade imposed by the Palestinian Authority
against Gaza, the demand for democratic elections and the
need for changes in political track and in the negotiations with
the Israelis.

Final note

-} Tenth interview: 11 October 2019 During those interviews’ there were many common ideas and
A.A., 43 years old thoughts, while naturally there were differences on many other
issues. This proves that it is not right to stereotype millennials.
The interviews also shed light on the positivity of the old

The interview indicated that research methodology on generation, who expressed hope in the change that the young
millennials is erroneous. The interviewee pointed out that generation and subsequent generations shall bring about, since
the concept of millennials is too loose and inadequate in both generations constitute two cornerstones for building the
the Palestinian context. The research should rather be in future.

accordance with a timeline, such as the Intifada generation, the
Oslo generation and so on.
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About the Millennials

These interviews were conducted with people from diverse
cultural and social backgrounds, with the identity of the
interviewees kept anonymous to allow them freedom from
prejudices based on their identity and gender.

While we were keen on conducting interviews with a large
and representative sample, naturally there is always room
for more comprehensive interviews had there been more
time and better access to expatriates and people in Gaza. It
was also difficult to obtain the required permits to conduct
interviews in 1948 occupied territories. Here are the
interviews:

—— First interview: 4 October 2019

W.W., 28 years old

This interview discussed the general and Palestinian
concepts of millennials. In general, the millennials are those
who were born during a specific period (96-1981), with the
determinants of that period, such as technological and
social developments, impacting them. On the Palestinian
level, one must take into consideration the place of birth,
social status and political developments during that period,
because of the big difference between the generation that
lived through the first Intifada, the Oslo period (1993) and
the neoliberal present. Nevertheless, the global concept of
the millennials does not express accurately the Palestinian
reality and the pre- and post-Oslo generations.

Second interview: 8 October 2019 B

J.M., 22 years old

This interview discussed millennials living inside the 1948 occupied territories, how
this generation was born inside the Israeli regime and the social differences between
1948 Palestinians and West Bank Palestinians. The interview also addressed the con-
sumerist pattern of people inside 1948 land and the new generation trying to effect real
change, with hope coming from the millennials. Examples included the Talaat (march-
ing) cultural and social movement for women’s rights, which aims to denounce violence
against women and colonial violence against Palestinians, as well as “Urfod - Refuse,
Your People Will Protect You”.
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———— Fifth interview: 20 October 2010

aEEE—— Third interview: 18 October 2019

S.T., 28 years old

This interview addressed globalisation—
the real difference between the old and
new generations is access to information,
which had both negative and positive
effects on society according to the
intensity and quality of the new concepts
introduced to Palestinian society. The
interview addressed the dire Palestinian
socioeconomic conditions, stressing that
small youth enterprises may constitute

a means to revitalise the deteriorating
economy.

Fourth interview: 18 October 2019
M.F., 31 years old

This interview addressed the art and culture scene, in which
social media and the internet enabled direct access between
artists, writers and the audience. This has both advantages and
disadvantages, as many more people can claim knowledge and
education, spreading incorrect or inadequate information easily
and irresponsibly.

S.K., 37 years old

This interview addressed the difficulties that youth face and

the injustice and corruption of the current political and social
system, indicating that the best means to exit this stagnant
economic system is through small enterprises and freelancing.
The interview also addressed the lack of investments in youth
and attempts to undermine and belittle youth initiatives, thus
underestimating a whole generation, which may have disastrous
consequences on the Palestinian future. The interviewee
expressed hope in the new generation, as the means for a
prosperous society lies in investing in the youth and giving them
a fair opportunity for effecting change and development.

Sixth interview: 29 October 2019 P =

D.N., 20 years old

The interviewee pointed out that “decision makers” are mostly
from the older generation and are not interested in the vision
of the newer generation. They hoped that the newer generation
would not commit the same mistakes by refusing to provide
youth with a platform for change or give them support. The
interviewee addressed the art and culture discourse, indicating
that many artists and writers had to change their artistic
directions to receive material and logistical support.
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help during the first Intifada emerged. In 1972, the first |
national committees were established, which perceived a1
voluntary action as a basic means to overcome colonial
power through providing assistance and services that
reduced the people’s dependence on the colonial structure
and increased national consciousness. This was conveyed to
the general public through a network of social organisations.
A transformation of these initiatives evolved into a

licensed institutional system, which led to dismantling the
communicative action between them and the public. This
historical experience led to developing current initiatives
similar to the former, since the subjects live in similar
domains of experience with different interpretations. These
prospects are characterised by a new sense of utopianism,
more conscious of the mistakes committed by the previous
initiatives, despite moments of anxiety coupled with hope
with the possible new horizons separated from the current
reality.

During the research, nostalgia towards the notion of group = rl

The state of un
state of betwec

All the initiatives agreed that the institutional form, whether
cultural or governmental, does not fulfil the needs of the
initiative with respect to Palestinian society. They explained
this by criticising the deficient role of the institutions

and bureaucratic policies, following funding by donors

and community job fairs. Qaraman said, “somewhere we
believe that the institution is similar to the Authority or
that it seeks to appease the Authority. I do not believe

that any institution currently has a neutral discourse. We

at the initiative never delved into any form of ideological

or political discourse. It is important to maintain our full

freedom. In an institutionalised
system, the institution may dismiss
one of its staff if s/he protested
against the siege against Gaza,
because such protests contravene
the institution’s present agreement
with the Authority. We do not

want to pay this price in return for
institutionalising the initiative”
Hence, we conclude that civil society,
despite its separation from the
Authority, is exercising through the
discourse of implicit violence under
the domination of the Authority.

The participating yout.
shown full awareness ¢
institutionalisation anc
there was uncertainty
to become licensed ins
responses fell into fou
is refusal; the second i
the initiative to an ins
is joining an existing i
is already legal entity;
is requesting funding
institution that suppo
without becoming par
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The State In
Between: About
Palestinian Youth
INnitiatives

Contemporary Palestinian reality raises questions about
colonialism, the current official discourse and the global
conceptual crisis related to capitalism, particularly in light of
examining youth experiences that reflect their battle within
these concepts and re-establish a collective social-historical
discourse absent from their daily lives.

This was evident in the study of the youth initiatives, which
attempted to rephrase the ‘in-between’ of a more cohesive
modernist connotation of social solidarity and means of
resistance, rejection and survival. The research aimed at
adopting a contemporary approach in exploring youth
interventions and activities to understand the contemporary
phenomena of youth activism and its role in creating the above
points as a third space inside a colonial Palestinian reality that
suffers from an identity crisis.

] The sample included 11 youth initiatives from different
regions in Historic Palestine: Asfar/Nablus, Hirak
Assahbab Al-Fahmawi (Youth movement)/Umm El-
Fahm (48 Palestine), Sard /Ramallah, Atelier Gaza,

The study revealed the roles of different Gaza Ahla/Gaza, Ardi Masdar Rizqi (My land is the
Palestinian political transformations

source of my livelihood)/Tulkarm, Nabd El-Shabab El-
Falastini, Kitab/Jerusalem, Hakaya/Ramallah, Tajwal

in developing the language and
approach of each activity. These

the armed struggle and adopting

negotiations as an alternative strategy, and the increase in the negative perception
of the factions in the wake of the Oslo Accords, which led to an interim authority
with limited jurisdiction and power. The Authority was weak and lacked sovereignty,
while Fatah’s popularity increased as it sought to bolster its position and strengthen
its grip on the Authority and replace struggle with patronage and cronyism. This
made it more loose and flabby and aggravated the internal rift because of its ties with
the Authority along with administrative and financial corruption. This change also
led to an increase in religious trends, most notably Hamas, which emerged after the
2006 legislative elections, weakening Fatah'’s four-decade hegemony. This tension
between the two parties escalated as the international community provided support
to the presidency and imposed an international boycott on Hamas to the extent that
internal fighting eventually led to Hamas’ takeover of the Gaza Strip, while Fatah
controls the West Bank. This led to shrinking popular and official support to the
Palestinian cause, unlike during the first and second Intifadas.
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About communicative
action and social

solidarity

Abu Oun said about establishing Nabd for
Palestinian Youth: “In 2014 the Islamic movements
expanded and began to dominate the peoples’

minds, while the Israeli violations in the Territories

and their crimes in the Gaza Strip increased,

reflecting the weakness of the Authority and leading

to the ‘knives revolution’, possibly because of the
disenchantment of the youth with the political
factions, whose role is to protect them.” [ |

It is noted that some initiatives moved
towards creating an enabling and

safe environment for youth, away

from official institutions and political
factions and parties. Qaraman, founder

of Asfar Initiative in Nablus, said, “The main idea behind
the Asfar Initiative is to create a safe space for all youth
without obligations to attend and create spaces that have
no considerations for beliefs, political affiliation, sexuality
or gender. In this initiative, every individual has the right
to express him /herself and their problems.” The interfaces
that extend between time and place, between individuals
and groups, between the other and the self, make such youth
initiatives regionally different in political, cultural and social
discourses. Hence, they surpass Oslo, 1948 boundaries and
the division. They all present themselves as fully Palestinian,
completely aware of the deformations of the colonial reality.

The act of communication that asserts that it is not
random and surpasses the Western rationalism that
gave priority to the teleological mind aims to achieve
identified interests and purposes. This is because
communicative action is not a mere isolated act of the
self but is a conversation among different active
subjects. This act is based on consensus away from
pressure or tyranny and aims to
develop a consensus that reflects The communicative is achieved
equality within a public space in through the agreement of all active
which the individual merges part subjects together on the idea of %9
of her/ hlmsglf in a collective gffort Jis>JI«, in which they develop an
based on rational understanding organisation. It is not only based on
and communication. exchange of information within a
I specific context or social condition
but is based on interpretation of what

Safar/Ramallah, Muhibbu Attabia (Nature Lovers)/
included recognising Israel, abandoning Ramallah, Himam Forum (Determination)/Ramallah. n

The communicative phenomenon addresses the need for is happening to develop rules and
comprehending the process of creating social bonding among mechanisms that enable collective
both lonely and bonded individuals, who must consider living. Hence, communicative action
the social bond to give meaning to their existence and to contributes to constructing a lived
consequently find reasons for their work. A founder of the social reality. What happens with
initiative said, “A young woman speaks about her failure in an youth initiatives is in line with Alan
emotional affair in front of a large group of individuals, but Turing’s critique of the crisis of
nevertheless feels safe and at ease to talk as if they are her modernity, which claims that society
support group.” The previous example shows that the private is merely a field of forces from which
experience may be linked to the privacy of the lived world, the actors are excluded. This enhances
which enhances the communicative action among individuals the loss of meaning by virtue of cad~il
who comply with the ethical ruleg and standards of tf}ose bls3asl bureaucratic dehydration
spaces that are more understam.hng than gene.ral somal. rules. of the political public sphere, elitist
The attributes of complementarity and solidarity don’t just separation and isolation of culture and

expand through culture and politics, which are organically
linked to economic aspects in Palestinian society, as in the
Ardi Masdar Rizqi Initiative, which describes the worrying
and anxiety-inducing uncertainty Palestinian youth describe,
which in turn nurtures the need to create social bonds.

politics from the public.
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The wind cut them behind the fence

So I cannot see
My black glasses blocked my heart

In my chest lies a thousand chants

I protect all the people in my circle And a thousand moans

And the people around me

In fear that they make gain the freedom
to write or to speak

An old man in his twenties

A generation of inmate

3

In their homeland

With the wisdom of a person in his forties Is somethingimposhible

So why live the role of the victim?

No way.... I change my words and resign
We played, and game over

We made dishes from packthreads

lonr

“Mohammad Jamil - Shi'rap”

<o prii - oz worr
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However, there is poor sense of belonging to institutions.
The individual workers seem to live in the dreams of the
owners of these institutions. They seem to be machines
that are moved as the owners please and who never say no;
otherwise, they would be deprived of the money. Hence,

it is necessary to have a sense of belonging to the group
and passion for the institutions’ projects. The system must
notify the employees of their importance and that the law
is the means for their protection.
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Several questions surround external
funding. Europeans are also accused
of perpetuating occupation through
the notion of funding. There are many
support projects but there are no
plans to stop the services, which the

for a price. Hence, these projects are
far from efforts for self-sufficiency
and they ultimately serve the Israeli
economy. The current status reaps
additional profits for the occupation.
The most appropriate solution is to
stop relying on foreign parties, identify
needs and resources and develop a
thorough distribution plan, unlike the
current situation in which the political
establishment is in full control of the
support and funding.
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The new generation largely rejects the non-governmental
organisations and bluntly rejects foreign aid. This is the result
of the millennials’ perception of the ‘cultural elite’ and NGOs.
This generation is divided, as a significant number of them work
at NGOs, while their personal circles are far from them. Those
millennials who consider themselves socially conscious accuse
the group that follows the NGOs of being individualistic.
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The alternative
economic system

From the perspective of the millennials,
politics is part of all aspects of life.
However, another group adopts a very
different perspective, as they do not care
about the topic of one state or two states;
what matters is that they continue to
survive until there is a solution.

The notion of the alternative economy is an important topic, as
the millennials believe that the task of Palestine is not only to
prove that it is a legitimate state, but also to seek productivity,
an issue that does not constitute a priority to economists or
politicians. They are instead preoccupied in attracting money
to Palestine from abroad, with no exports and soaring imports,
which has led to a severe deterioration in agriculture, national
productivity and industry. This is a successful policy in the
Palestinian medium, as Palestinians sell slogans in the name

of the cause and get funds in return. This impedes collective
approaches and strengthens individual interest, instead of
CONSEeNsus over one system or one person.
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o One suggestion is to reduce external funding, which would be
W e an unusual situation until things become clearer. When society
o 00%60&%@6 no longer relies on external funding, people begin to think
) %no‘@\n‘o%@‘e &003 better and develop more sustainable policies. This leads to self-
. Q“E@e\&%ﬁe\"@@o“s' reliance, which in turn leads to intellectual liberation away from
\%%\‘Q)qeﬁo&\e“iee,\\‘o%{x“; %o‘: the current confusion in economic identity. Reaching this level
ﬁoﬂ‘e 25 ;&-\d{»\g@@zx .“’0 means taking legitimate rights, seeking institutionalisation,
N X\eQ"\e@‘\x\X\"Q@@‘,‘z\x working with individuals or making other arrangements
e @0&:&\“%@6‘\% %e% %Q\.\@ depending on consensus. The point is to attempt to break
esze‘;‘\“ze\“%\o“‘;\,&o:@e capitalist institutions and make use of individual potentials
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R N \tje@:o{‘lﬂ:{%*z\;&%&%‘; quo without a political and economic leader and merely raising
we ™ & eooezoﬁ‘%a\e%&e‘é social awareness is hopeless. Many existing institutions take the
00&‘“;3 60§«O§\\§;\2‘§\§(\%0 initiatives or steal them; they adopt them from ideas created by
40060 O o “2‘ oo‘og,%\ youths and their structures advance; the young people do not

& 9@606\% resist, instead of believing in the individuals and investing in

we z&&&@e them to serve society.
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Between

the individual
identity and
the collective
identity

One may say that vanishing individualism may be partially
attributed to the emergence of the concept of the
togetherness identity, or the collective mind of groups

and popular movements. This means that the individual
identifies a common identity commensurately with the
manifesto of that relevant group. Despite the positive
aspects of this tribal mentality in the post-modernist search
to deconstruct oppressive or traditional regimes, it burdens
the individual on whether to fully conform to the statutes
of the group. It also burdens them with the possible impact
of questioning or criticising the group’s statutes in fear of
isolation and exclusion.

Nihilism in the collective identity

The direct relation between the emergence of a new
intellectual movement, increased depression among
individuals and increased suicide cases among youth

is no coincidence. The methodology of post-modernist
philosophy is based on deconstructing old concepts as part
of the oppressive hierarchy (i.e. patriarchy), which means
destroying religion, with its unethical value aspects, and
destroying the class capitalist system, with its advantages
and disadvantages. It also means destroying traditional
relations since they are degrading to human dignity.
However, the movement falls into several traps and replaces
old systems with others that conform to their vision of a
fairer society and state (b lu=dl). However, it also cannot
follow clear and scientific tools and does not follow rational
logic in the process. This means, for example, that the
solution for ending the capitalist system is the socialist
system. It is hilarious to propose socialism as an alternative,
another old system, and replace the conventional value
system with pleasure, which is not bad in itself but does
not solve the problem of the value system. All this leads

to reducing individuals to their recognisable or emotional
identities as a substitute for a clear identity base.
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Freedom and its
manifestations in
Palestinian society

Among the most serious manifestations in Palestinian
society, especially among the youth, is that the liberation and
rights-based movements omit the original rule of freedom.
This means that individuals and society move from the reality
of oppression to a protective environment (bubbles) and
limited identity—meaning that individuals have moved from
one state of isolation to, from the far right to the far left. This
means that Palestinian society did not go through a gradual
transformation to build the necessary foundation of freedom
and society moved instead to the appearance of freedom.
Perhaps we cannot blame individuals for such an approach,
because they suffer from fear and anxiety and continuously
search for a bubble. Yet, this means that the individual’s
ability to criticise is warped and a person is unable to delve
into their thoughts for fear that they may offend.

The solution lies
in dialogue

We the youth cannot live in isolation from the scary things
in the world. We cannot isolate ourselves inside safe moral
bubbles that are not built over a clear value base. Rather,
this bubble isolation shall lead individuals to increasing
anxiety and fear from other people and ideas. This is actually
happening at universities and rights-based organisations.
Nevertheless, it seems that the major challenge ahead of

us is protecting individuals from violence against them.
However, it is essential to protect them from any verbal
abuse they face to build a population capable of confronting
others with speech; otherwise, what we may see is the loss of
individualism in the fragile identity bubble, potentially much
more serious than losing the land.
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Al—Awneh

In joint dialogue sessions held at the A.M. Qattan
Foundation, several speakers addressed the notion of
al-awneh in popular culture as a founding concept of
solidarity. The modes of economic production were
linked to collective action in agriculture, construction,
grazing and artisanship. The family social structure
constituted a starting point for the economic modes
of production in Palestinian society, which were
mostly collective. The notion of al-awneh was mostly
economical, during the harvest or cultivation seasons.
It also included building houses and the accompanying
traditions, as well as weddings and acts of group support,
and cases of sickness and death.

Some popular songs reflected this relationship. The
“Nasrawiyat” song describes a group of Nazareth women,
including pregnant women, children and elderly, passing
through Marj Ibn Amer, extremely exhausted, worried and
scared. The song goes:

Who will (awena) help us?
Who will (yaenna) help us?

The concept of al-awnah did not come from a vacuum, but
is deeply rooted in the history of collective consciousness,
particularly in religious Christian and Islamic communities.
The idea was promoted by religious figures, even the
prophets themselves, who continuously encouraged such
conduct in shaping society, not only through confession
but also through solidarity and collaboration.

Al—=faz'a in other cases
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There is also the concept of al-faz’a (relief), linked to sudden
tragic accidents that may profoundly influence the lives of
the affected. People would go for al-faz’a in cases of theft,
fire, destruction of crops or death of livestock, especially in
cases of war or attack. This concept of al-faz’a appeared in
several popular stories and folk songs
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Recent volunteerism

During the early 1970s and with the rise of the Palestinian
political movement particularly inside Palestine, the concept
of volunteerism appeared as an expression of voluntary public
support for change on the ground, through activities such as
agriculture, house-building and cleaning. Voluntary activities
were linked to the responses of occupation practices. Trees
would be cultivated after uprootings and houses built after
demolitions. The idea expanded to include all aspects of life,
whereby several social, cultural and political events were
voluntary. This contributed to building social cohesion that

that depicted mostly political incidents
during the 1936 Revolution and later in
the 1948 Nakba, in which members of
the community took action to aid and
support victims. In a famous song of the
1936 Revolution that depicted the Bit
Umreen Battle, it described al-faz’a of
the peasants in support of the village of
Bit Umreen and how the news spread in
Nablus, ‘Asira and nearby villages.

We need state individuals and not
individual politicians. | mean that there
are a hundred party representatives
who can talk about politics forever,
rather than think of the resources
we have and their optimal use.

Our most notable resources are
possibly that more than /060 of our
people are young, so why do we not
make use of this resource as we
should? How can we be a state if

many continue through generations.

Interestingly, the act was also linked to intellectual belief and
was considered a patriotic act that protected the community
and boosted steadfastness in confronting the occupation.
The concept evolved towards institutionalisation among
students and youth, such as the voluntary action committees,
neighbourhood committees and popular committees, later
becoming institutions and social structures especially during
the first Intifada, which moved the revolution from the
diaspora to inside Palestine.
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we do not think of water, gas and
industry? what will happen if we are
liberated tomorrow?

The first Intifada is an epic within Palestinian memory, not
only because of its revolutionary nobleness but also for the
social fabric it developed, which constituted a protective
shield for society from occupation practices.
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The alternative
economic system

The analysis of the discourse of interlocutors reveal a
tendency to redefine the self and the identity and to
renovate them through adopting old social practices. This

is an attempt to distinguish between the authentic and the
extraneous based on a new definition of authenticity. An
example to comprehend solidarity and its various forms is
al-awneh (group help), through which we explore precolonial
community practices, as a credible indication for identity
building and develop modernist resistance methods to
confront the current reality.

In this example, there is a need to address and respond

to several thematic points and inquiries to build a sound
argument. First: The mechanism for building national
identities (creating authenticity) in post-colonial situations
suffered from exclusion and compulsion, to build an
identified, united, independent and different entity vis-a-vis
the coloniser. To this end, immediate political agendas and
approaches were carried out with the primary goal being
military liberation without consideration for the dynamics
that form societies. Second: The effectiveness of social
practices that prevailed during a certain period does not
mean that they will necessarily suit subsequent periods.
Third: We must be mindful of the objectivity of historical
community practices as a case study and the range of

their impact, since there are class, religious, regional and
civilisational discrepancies deep-rooted in the social fabric,
which were overlooked in favour of the fake image of a
homogenous society and a united identity. Fourth: Severing
all ties with the coloniser in self-identification, denying

any role for the coloniser in modernisation and considering
all that preceded the coloniser to be authentic—hence, the
coloniser colonised last, which consequently overlooks
historical processes for social formation accumulating
through wars, immigration waves and other factors and their
impact on knowledge and exchange.

At some point, Palestinian society constituted the best
manifestation of solidarity in terms of a united social
structure. The Nakba caused an emotional tragedy for
all Palestinians and placed political action within tragic
emotions, which led to enormous cohesion among individual
refugees. This explains why the camps were restricted to
one geographic location, which soon became a safe haven for]
Palestinians against the mud and the darkness of the Arab
regimes outside the camps.

Palestinians have lived their most glorious moments and
their best forms of solidarity that we are trying now to
restore because of tragedy and through the organic practice
of the dream of return, restoration and revival from the
Nakba to the peak of the revolution. Through the different
interactions, intellectual transformations, through shifting
positions and through will, they created a phenomenon and
model that attracted the solidarity of the world.
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This makes the assumption of different paths for being and
for imagining a matter of life, rather than a political option
or art movement.
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inside and outside Palestine. It is a call to step into a field that
opens for different horizons and to search for new modes of
existence outside the system of ‘authority’ and institutions.
This field seeks to enable the creation of existential and
intellectual conditions away from the threats and seductions
of the mainstream and central authorities, which relentlessly
seek to persuade us that searching outside its scope for
different possibilities or opportunities is futile. It is a desire to
create bonds of inspiration amongst life initiatives that we see
today in Palestine and others that simulate their approaches
in other parts of the world, such as in Chile, Senegal, India,
Egypt, Germany and Greece, for example.
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Hehavak "Knitting”

On 2 January 2017, I went with a friend to Aboud. As our car
turned to enter the village, we found an Israeli checkpoint
closing the entry. The soldiers stopped the car and one of
them approached, asking where we were going. “Aboud,’
was the answer. “Why?” he asked, commenting, “there

is nothing in Aboud.” In the eyes of the soldiers who are
entrenched in one specific point outside the village, there
is nothing in Aboud, of course, except land. Soon we
discovered that on that morning, the Israeli army, supported
by the government of Israel, confiscated 35 dunams of the
village’s lands “for security purposes,” which will ultimately
lead to a new settlement project. The soldier’s denial at the
checkpoint of the existence of anything in Aboud seemed
to be a necessary prerequisite for this process of land
appropriation; a condition that requires negating all forms
of life lived on that spot.

This act, just like the act of destruction, is fully aligned
with the position of the soldier at the checkpoint: There is
nothing in Aboud; while we will make sure that there will be

nothing in Aboud.
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The position that the Israeli soldier adopts may describe
the current position of many Palestinians, too. Their
comprehension of what exists in the village is linked to
their presence outside that space. They might have passed
by it or crossed it, but they rarely spent time in it. There is
a terrifying barrier that kills any thought of trying to enter
the village. Hence, one may say that this position is not only
that of the oppressive apparatus but also dominates the
imagination of the oppressed.

This is the source of efficiency of oppression. How can we
confront an oppression regime such as this in particular,
one that relies on fragmenting Palestinian space and

the imagination we have as Palestinians? One may find

a possible answer in the act of weaving, for example, or

in embroidery, with which we have been intimate since
our childhood. Weaving and embroidery create from
disconnected points launching, access and networking
points to produce a certain drawing. Hence, through the
methodology of weaving, the points and boundaries that we
face may transform from a physically or even intellectually
challenging barrier, into an intellectually and sensuously
inspiring drawing, a drawing that authority and power
systems can neither envisage nor produce.

Against this background, the notion of the creative network
emerged. The first edition, “Weaving,” consisted of a week
of meetings, conversations and tours, in which actors from
the art and culture sector met with those in other sectors
such as the agriculture and the environment, from various
backgrounds and places inside and outside Palestine.

They toured locations in Palestine. In this process, they
contemplated acts and moves that challenged the boundaries
imposed on Palestinian existence using force or that resulted
from the state of despair and the illusion of incapacity
acquired by the oppressed and the subjugated. Furthermore,
through re-engaging in Palestinian geography and its political,
social, cultural and economic landscapes, they re-raised
inquiries that explore and research alternative forms that have
become critical for many of us at the present.
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A
what we are
ashamed to say

The state project seems an improbable fantasy to the
Palestinians, or at least a project that needs many
compromises. Palestinians do not envisage a reference to
what the Palestinian state was like. Perhaps there was a
society that resembled a state, but not a real state, since

the Ottoman and British occupations and finally the Israeli
settlement. Can Palestinians trust the current political
structure if liberated, or will other forces assault them with
their own goals and ambitions for the region, or will the land
be soaked in blood and violent civil wars?

The present tense
mesmasaasne - OF the elites

deliver speeches to the public in the
present tense: we resist, we overcome, we are steadfast. This
asserts the gap in discourse between the elite and ordinary
people, which widens especially amongst the younger public. In
other instances, the elites often appear defeated after declaring
a setback or event that raises popular resentment. The public
speaker becomes gracious and speaks colloquially, speaks about
the poor resources, about being under occupation and about
having no authority over the money, economy or even political
entity. They may even blame the audience, pointing out their
poor knowledge and ignorance. However, throughout modern
Palestinian history, there was no clear plan for moving forward;
the elites place the burden on the people.

They will not
leave as quickly
as they came

Despite the romance in the words “you the passers-by among
the transient words, it is time for you to leave,’ it is not a
possibility anymore. We say so heavy-heartedly, but it is the
truth. We are not only an occupied state—see what happened
to Palestinian identity in geographic colonialism first, then a
theft of civilisation, knowledge and identity that starts with food
and music and ends with antiquities, heritage, holy places and
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After the defeat, the
two—state or the
ohe—state solution

religious identity. Perhaps we should say that frankly, at least
amongst us, we have possibly lost the big war and failing to
declare this loss overburdens the Palestinians born in the
darkness. This does not rule out a change in the balance of
powers—that is if we want to learn anything from history.
However, maybe we need to talk seriously about the future.

We need to realise, seriously and undoubtedly, that
colonialism wants to put an end completely to Palestinian
existence if it can and the imagined greater Jewish state
has no place in it for Palestinians. It actually theoretically
usurps what is even more than Palestinian. Colonialism

is keen on ending the two-state solution though explicit
violation of the previously proposed borders, through
expropriating more land, building settlements, annexation
projects and announcing Jerusalem as its capital. This means
that it had severed all diplomatic channels for the two-state
solution decades ago. The lived reality forces us to reject
any similar solutions and consequently leads us to two last
solutions: either war, which colonialism wants to make into
a religious war, or the one-state solution, which rejects the
entity entirely and would strategically be the only peaceful
settlement for preventing total Palestinian termination.
Although it is difficult, all political and popular efforts must
find the winning cards to push for the one-state solutio.

what next?

The Zionist entity shall seek making Palestinians second-
class citizens and continue to maintain a Jewish majority.

If this solution were actually realised, the Palestinians’

battle would be ongoing. We must build knowledgeable

and economically capable individuals who can fight for the
rights within that state. Only then, we as Palestinians may
re-devour the state system from within, which unfortunately
means that we may not see an end to the injustice during our
lifetime; however, such imagination may not be far-fetched.
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After Israel

There is a wide range of expectations for the future after
Israel disappears (assuming it does). A group considered
the future unpredictable and gave the generation the
opportunity to engage in Palestinian institutionalisation or
to rely on freelancing. A large portion of the youth will be
abroad, depending on the period we are considering.

e -

The community is thinking of the moment of occupation.
Only a few think of the time after liberation. People are
emotional by nature and under prolonged occupation, do
not think often of events such as liberation. We will face a
big problem in this regard as many have lived all their lives
under occupation and continue to perceive themselves
through this identity—an identity always linked to Israel. If
Israel goes, then the question we must answer will be: “Who
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Here comes the role of the cultural
and civil society organisations (CSOs),
the future pioneers that will provide
alternative solutions, different
scenarios and a real vision rather
than the failing one the Millennials
inherited. The present project is a
state project, a member-state, while
the situation we are in is occupation,
and not. We may demand the return
project, but we cannot if we assume
that the state that we are in is
legitimate. The in-between state in
which we find ourselves means several
possible scenarios and a lack of
consensus over the future. The ideas
are largely conflicting. Many questions
await responses. For example, do we
need armed struggle again? What are
our immediate inclinations? How can
we unite Palestinian concerns?

The current situation does not enable the Millennials to
develop a political project, since freedom of expression is
not always permitted. The people cannot ask the popular
group to revolt, which means that it is possible to resort

to alternative means, i.e., the classical means or the
revolutionary struggle. To alleviate that, CSOs must take
hold of the legacy of the Palestinian question and direct

it towards the future. They should examine the causes of
failure, identify the existing generation gap and reduce the
gap between the ruling Authority and the people, alleviate
the current misunderstanding between them and ultimately
make an option: a religious, secular or other political system
for state building.

~  are we?”

The first step is to then liberate the identity. Our generation
must understand this. It may constitute a reason for hanging
failure on the other generation. It is expected that the

moral system will collapse and a major civil war may erupt

in Palestinian society. We must be careful, because the lack
of a successful military project and lack of consideration

for the social structure leads to civil war. The reason is

that we currently lack a social structure, unlike the past,
when society revolved around resistance. The Millennial
generation is primarily focussed on experimental projects.

Many Palestinians currently believe in the one-state
solution. There are many divisions in society and

many problems in the internal system, in addition to
economists and politicians who benefit from the status
quo and who seek to reshape Palestine physically. How
will the wealthy react to the one-state project, whether

liberal, religious or other?

After the PA dissolution, the resulting situation requires
the PLO in addition to popular committees and solidarity
movements, because they will be useful in organising for
the struggle for internal social peace. The political decision
and plan must stem from the Palestinian grassroots, far
from foreign intervention. Currently, the institutions have
their own private agendas, through which they identify
their concept of culture and initiatives. This has become
their development approach, whereby an institution gets
an idea, which attracts funding, where it then evolves.
Dissolving the PA means the collapse of institutions, which
may terrify people. Dissolving the PA is a popular offensive
and it is expected that the social structure will collapse;
hence, another political body must be present to rectify the
situation.
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Gaza Atelier

INnitiative—2018

Tajwal Safar

This initiative aims to create a space for women plastic artists.

INnitiative—2011

This initiative introduces millennials to Palestinian villages and other areas
through historic site tours and by hearing the stories and difficulties from the

people in those areas.
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Nabd Al-Shabab
Initiative—2014

~ Asfar Initiative—

- Nablus, 2016

This initiative discusses different books in a neutral manner,

. away from ideologies; it targets a general audience.

This initiative creates intellectual space to analyse and
deconstruct the Palestinian parties and factions, with the

aim of creating a youth movement that is more aware of
the requirements of everyday life to create a collective and

overarching mission.
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sSard Initiative— 2016

This initiative seeks to gather young amateur writers and create an

Hirag Umm el—Fahem

environment of dialogue and interaction, away from the digital world,

to encourage them to preserve their cultural heritage and promote

the art of storytelling.

INnrtiative, 2018

This movement presents an independent cognitive, political and

critical perspective that is not restrained by social taboos, with
the aim to engage the community of Umm el-Fahem.
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The Nature Lovers

Ardi Masdar Rizqi

INnitiative

INitiative—2017

This initiative encourages youth to invest in land in Tulkarm, close to the

Apartheid Wall, in an attempt to prevent the occupation from taking over the

land and to provide youth with job opportunities.




www.gattanfoundation.org



